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1 Introduction 
 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) reports presented here are an addendum to 

the main report issued on 15
th
 August 2018: 'Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of 

potentially ecologically sensitive sites on WFDC's list of sites for allocation in the 2018 

Local Plan'. 

This addendum covers two further sites:  

 

 

The methodology remains the same as described in the main report. 

 

Four further sites remain to be assessed prior to allocation. Results for these sites will be 

presented as a second addendum if access is permitted and the site visits are 

completed: 

 

 AKR/2 Cheapside 

 AKR/20 Carpets of Worth 

 MI/10 Four Acres – ADR 

 BR/RO/4 Tolland Bungalow and BR/RO/6 Orchard House  

Area  Site reference and 
location  

Size 
(ha) 

Key reason for ecological assessment prior to 
allocation  
(* Notes on sites awaiting PEA or already completed)  

Rural villages WFR/CB/3 
Station Drive, 
Blakedown 

2.25 Site abuts Churchill and Blakedown Valleys LWS 
with wet woodland.  
* Consideration of this site is to be given in 
addendum, as site access permission was received 
too late for inclusion in the first issue.  

Stourport  
  

LI/11 
Land west of former 
school site Coniston 
Crescent 

9.56 Likely biodiversity constraints – assessment to 
confirm.  
*PEA of this site to be added later; site visit not yet 
completed due to site access complications.  
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2 Summary of conclusions and recommendations 
 

Detailed results for both sites are given in the appendices, please refer to sections 4.1-

4.12 in the main report for summaries of the legal statuses of the protected and notable 

animal species listed. 

 

Area 
Site reference and 
location 

Size 
(ha) 

Summary of ecological recommendations that 
impact sites' suitability for development and 
developable space 

Rural 
villages 

WFR/CB/3 
Land off Station 
Drive, Blakedown 

2.25 The Local Wildlife Site located to the north of this site is 
a sensitive receptor which requires buffering. Utilising 
up to one third of the northern area of the site to provide 
both a buffer and sensitively designed green 
infrastructure (e.g. new public open space) will help 
protect the LWS from the adverse effects of 
development. This will inevitably have a significant 
impact on net developable area. 

Stourport LI/11 
Land west of former 
school site Coniston 
Crescent 

9.56 Badger sett and reptile habitat require accommodation 
in site layout. Careful design of GI to retain these 
features will minimise their impact on developable area. 
The cumulative effect of local development sites on 
ground-nesting birds needs close examination; off-site 
mitigation and compensation should be considered to 
ensure no net loss for biodiversity is achieved. 
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3 Appendix – PEA report addendum sites 
 

 

WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive, Blakedown 

LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston Crescent 

 

 
Figure 1. Overview of sites, highlighting sites covered in this addendum to the main 
report 
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3.1.1 WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive, Blakedown 

See habitat map in Figure 2. Site visit 21/08/2018. 

 

This site is between a dual track railway and the A456 Birmingham Road. At its south-

west end and west of the tracks there are residential areas, while its north end abuts the 

Churchill and Blakedown Valleys LWS (Figure 4). This LWS comprises pools and 

flowing water, marshland and wet woodland, and its hydrological connections travel 

some distance across the landscape in all directions from this site. The north end of the 

site slopes down towards the LWS. 

 

Badgers, otters, several bat species and a number of farmland birds (e.g. skylark, 

yellowhammer) have been recorded nearby (Figure 3), all of which may be directly 

impacted by development. In addition, a number of notable plant species are recorded, 

mostly in the LWS. 

 

Features of biodiversity significance 

 Proximity to Churchill and Blakedown Valleys LWS. 

 Mature trees in boundaries, especially by gateway in the south-west and in the north-

east corner. 

 Hedgerow on the eastern site boundary – while it does not meet criteria for protection 

under the Hedgerow Regulations, this large hedgerow is a valuable green corridor 

connecting semi-natural habitats to the north and south. 

 

Recommendations 

 The LWS is highly sensitive habitat, which must be protected from development and 

the associated impacts. The site identified for allocation slopes down towards the 

LWS, which adds potential for harmful surface run-off entering the woodland and 

marsh. The northern end of the site must not be developed and needs protecting from 

additional footfall – due to the slope of the land a buffer of at least 100m should be 

incorporated into development plans from the earliest stages. This might be partly 

used to provide green space on site comprising SuDs and a surrounding mosaic of 

complimentary semi-natural habitats (e.g. marsh, fen, wet grasslands), carefully laid 

out to extend the area of interest of the LWS whilst minimising risks of recreational 

damage. This buffer will also protect the target noted mature trees in the north-east 

corner. 

 The large oak tree beside the gateway on the south-western site boundary must be 

protected during development and in the longer term. A (permanent) root protection 

zone should be set up and the area should not be lit. 

 Retain and protect the hedgerows on the southern and eastern site boundaries. These 

provide landscape level connectivity and are important features for birds, small 

mammals and invertebrates that would take a long time to replace. 
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Figure 2. WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive Blakedown, created 21/08/18 
 

 

Table 1. Description of each habitat type identified at WFR/CB/3 Land off Station 
Drive, Blakedown 
IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

CR2 (Cereal Crops) 

 

CL1 – Agriculture 

 

 

The main body of the field was barley stubble at the time of survey, with 

some grass and other common arable flora growing through it. Species 

include black nightshade, fat hen, groundsel, hedge mustard, shepherd’s 

purse and wood spurge. The north end of field dips down into corner 

towards the broadleaved woodland and brook in the LWS adjacent to the 

site. Engineering works were being carried out on the railway 

embankment in the north west corner. 
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IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

 
LF1 (Hedges) 

 

LT4 – Road-Side 

 

 

Hedgerow along east side of site (Birmingham Road) with some trees. It is 

closely cut, forming a dense, mostly intact hedge. Hedgerow and tree 

species include ash, blackthorn, cherry, English elm, hawthorn, hazel, 

holly, hybrid black poplar, Lawson’s Cypress, oak and sycamore, with 

bramble and ivy in places. The ground flora includes bracken, common 

hogweed, common nettle, perforate St John’s wort, rosebay willowherb 

and wood avens. 

 
LF21 (Line of Trees) 

 

 

Trees and hedgerow along south-west margin (Station Road). Species 

include ash, hawthorn, holly, Leyland Cypress, oak (target-noted) and yew 

with dense ivy cover and limited ground flora. Ground flora includes 

bracken and common nettle. 
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IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

LF21 (Line of Trees)  

 

 

At the north end of the eastern hedgerow a line of trees leads into the 

wooded area to the north. These are mature oaks and sycamores, target-

noted for high potential to host roosting bats. 

 
LF21 (Line of Trees) 

 

 

Trees along the western site boundary, dividing the field from the railway. 

Appears to have been formal planting, with trees all of a similar age (30-

40 years). Along the edge of the field it is cut back. Species include  

ash, beech, cherry, common lime, European larch, Lawson Cypress, oak, 

red oak, Scot's pine, sweet chestnut and sycamore, with a dense 

understory of shrubs of the same species and honeysuckle and ivy twined 

throughout. Collectively these trees have low to moderate value to 

roosting bats in crevices under loose bark and ivy stems. 

 
LF27 (Transport Corridors) 

 

 

Temporary track laid along the western edge of the field for access to 

embankment works in corner. Constructed from interlocking metal plates. 
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IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

 
UR0 (Built-Up Areas & 

Gardens) 

 

 

Temporary works compound in north-west corner for rail embankment 

works. 

 

 

 

Table 2. Target-noted features of WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive, Blakedown 
Target 
note 

number 

Description 

238 Large oak tree with dense ivy cover, adjacent to gate on Station Road. This tree has high 

potential to host roosting bats in cracks and crevices in dead wood and flaking bark. 

 
239 Line of mature oak and sycamore trees, with collectively high potential to host roosting bats 

under ivy stems and in cracks and crevices in dead wood. 
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Target 
note 

number 

Description 

 
240 Off site to the north: Churchill and Blakedown Valleys LWS, not accessible from site. This is 

broadleaved woodland on a steep slope, concealing a brook running between open water 

lakes, marshland and wet woodland. Mature trees offer high value roosting potential for bats 

in split and dead wood. Trees species include ash, elder, oak, rowan, sycamore and willow 

sp., with bramble, honeysuckle and ivy growing through. Vegetation in the open areas 

includes common nettle, common ragwort, lesser burdock, rosebay willowherb, sweet vernal 

grass and wood dock. 
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Figure 3. Protected species records within 1km of the centre of WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive, Blakedown  
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Figure 4. Designated sites within 1km of the centre of WFR/CB/3 Land off Station Drive, Blakedown 
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3.1.2 LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston Crescent 

See habitat map in Figure 5. Site visit 21/08/2018 

 

On the northern edge of Stourport-on-Severn, this site was part of the former Wyre 

Forest Golf Course. Although the grass has grown long, features of the golf course are 

still visible, including fairways, roughs and bunkers. To the south and west there are 

residential areas, to the east is a recreation ground, and the northern side is the rest of 

the former golf course. 

 

While most of the site is long grass, some pathways are worn by dog walkers and 

nearest the houses, some pathways and 'lawns' have been mown. Otherwise the site is 

currently unmanaged grassland. 

 

Of relevance to the site, there are local records for adders, common lizards, slow worms, 

bats, badgers, hedgehogs, polecats and skylarks, among a number of notable plant 

species (Figure 6). The site is likely to be of high value to reptiles and invertebrates, and 

there is potential dormouse habitat nearby. There is also good terrestrial habitat for 

amphibians, but the area appears to lack ponds for them breed in. The site is close to 

Burlish Camp LWS (Figure 7), with overgrown grassland, mixed / broad-leaved 

woodland and pockets of bramble scrub connecting them. 

 

Features of biodiversity significance 

 Ground-nesting birds. Skylarks are a red-listed 'Bird of Conservation Concern'
1
 

(BoCC) – a species of the highest conservation priority having undergone a severe 

population decline. 

 Badger sett (see target note below). 

 Reptiles – common lizards, slow worms and adders are considered reasonably likely 

to occur on site given suitability of habitat and historic records in the locality. 

 

Recommendations 

 The collective impact of development of both this site (LI/11) and LI/2 (on Kingsway) 

400m to the north-west could have a serious impact on ground-nesting birds. A 

breeding bird survey for both sites and the land between them is recommended, with a 

view to providing safeguarded habitat, off-set to a nearby location and managed in 

perpetuity for ground-nesting birds. This should be sited away from residential areas 

and protected from disturbance by dog walkers. 

 It is not clear if the badger sett has collapsed naturally or if it has been interfered with. 

Badgers are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act (1992, see section 4.3 in 

main report), and best practice must be followed if they are present on a development 

site. 

                                              
1
 Eaton, M.A., Aebischer, N.J., Brown, A.F., Hearn, R.D., Lock, L., Musgrove, A.J., Noble, D.G., 

Stroud, D.A. and Gregory, R.D. (2015) Birds of Conservation Concern 4: the population status of birds 
in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man. British Birds 108, 708–746. Available online 
at https://britishbirds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/BoCC4.pdf, accessed on 23rd July 2018.   

https://britishbirds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/BoCC4.pdf
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 Grassland adjacent to the cycling track 100m to the north-west of this site is acid 

grassland, restored and managed by WFDC. Extending the restoration of acid 

grassland onto the former golf course site to enhance biodiversity would be welcomed 

as part of the site plans, with scope and security for appropriate management (e.g. low 

intensity grazing). 

 Full presence/absence reptile surveys and population size class assessments must be 

carried out to determine which reptile species are present. This information should be 

used to inform site layout, development density, GI design, and (if unavoidable) 

translocation off-site. Measures to enhance habitats for reptiles are encouraged. 

 

 

 
Figure 5. LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston Crescent, habitat map, 
created 21/08/2018 
 

 

Table 3. Description of each habitat type identified at LI/11 Land west of former 
school site, Coniston Crescent 
IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

LF2 (Other Boundaries & The eastern boundary line is fenced with concrete posts and metal mesh. 
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IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

Linear Features) 
 

 

There are occasional trees and climbers along the boundary, including 
ornamental Acer sp., ash, common lime, dog rose, oak and Ribes sp. 

 
GI0 (Improved Grassland) 
 

 

Fairways of the former golf course comprise improved grassland which 
has been left to grow long. Creeping thistles dominate the former bunkers. 
Grassland species include broad-leaved plantain, buddleia, common 
nettle, creeping thistle, dandelion, false oat grass, mugwort, perennial rye 
grass, ribwort plantain, yarrow and Yorkshire fog. 
There are scattered / occasional shrubs in lines dividing the former 
fairways including apple, Cypress sp, hazel, rowan, Scots pine, silver 
birch and white beam. 

 
GP0 (Grassland, Probably 
Improved) 
 

 

Former roughs between fairways. The grassland here comprises similar 
species, but is denser with a thicker base. There is more scrub than in the 
lower areas, including ash, blackthorn, broad leaved dock, cow parsley, 
evening primrose, goat’s beard, hawthorn, mallow, poppy, ribbed melilot, 
rosebay willowherb, rough cat's ear and spear thistle. 
There is some potential for reptiles here, especially in the north corner of 
the site on a south-facing slope. Habitat suitable for common lizard and 
slow worm. 
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IHS Habitat category code 
and map symbol 
Formation / Matrix / 
Management  

Comment 

 
WC0 (Coniferous 
Woodland) 
 

 

On top of a slope there is a small stand of coniferous trees comprising 
Leyland Cypresses and Scot's pines. These trees had low potential to 
host roosting bats. 

 
WB2 (Scrub woodland) 
 

 

In the western part of the site there is a small bund covered with trees and 
scrub. See description and photos in the target note description below. 

 

 

Table 4. Target-noted features of LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston 
Crescent 

Target 
note 

number 

Description 

241 A dense block of scrub, mostly bramble, with apple, ash, cherry, oak and rowan growing 
through and rosebay willowherb around the edges. On the north-west side of the block there 
is a collapsed badger sett. It appeared to be in current use, with some signs of a small amount 
of fresh digging, however it could not be confirmed to be in use by badgers. The hole created 
by the collapse is filled with tree cuttings, possibly an attempt to dissuade badgers. On the 
exposed soil banks there are many small holes indicating use by mining insects. This may be 
a valuable exposed soil area for invertebrates. 
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Target 
note 

number 

Description 
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Figure 6. Protected species records within 1km of the centre of LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston Crescent  
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Figure 7. Designated sites within 1km of the centre of LI/11 Land west of former school site, Coniston Crescent 


