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Introduction 

The Table of Modifications for consideration by the Inspector set out in this document is 

intended to record and highlight potential modifications to the Wyre Forest Local Plan 

(2016-2016), as it appeared when submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. These potential 

modifications have arisen from either the Statements of Common Ground that the Council 

has undertaken thorough the Duty to Co-operate process since the Regulation 19 

consultations closed, or suggested modifications to the Local Plan from the consultation 

responses received during the Regulation 19 consultations that the Inspector may wish to 

consider if the issues raised by the responder are accepted by the Inspector. These potential 

modifications are commended to the Inspector on that basis.  

There are no potential modifications to the following chapters in the Local Plan and 

therefore these chapters are not included in the Table of Modifications for consideration by 

the Inspector set out in this document: 

 Foreword 

 Chapter 1 – Introduction and Context 

 Chapter 2 – Key Issues and Challenges 

 Chapter 3 – Vision for the Area 2036 

 Chapter 4 – Core Policies Introduction 

 Chapter 5 – Overarching Sustainable Development Principles 

 Chapter 7 – Strategic Green Belt Review 

 Chapter 17 – Development Management Introduction 

 Chapter 19 – Providing Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 

 Chapter 21 – Employment Land 

 Chapter 23 – Sustainable Tourism 

 Chapter 25 – Safeguarding the Green Belt 

 Chapter 35 – Previously Developed Sites in the Green Belt 

 

Note: The ‘LPPS’ references in the table refer to the unique reference within the Council’s 

consultation database system. 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 6 – A Sustainable Future: Development Strategy 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

MA/6.1 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM6E – 
Role of Stourport-
on-Severn and 
Bewdley as 
Market Towns 

Consultation response from Owl Homes, 
ALPPS191: 
Policy AM6E seeks to limit development in 
Bewdley to sites which have been allocated in the 
Local Plan. This limitation however does not 
reflect the earlier assessment of Bewdley in Policy 
AM6B and the aim to promote the vitality and 
viability of the Market Town. 

Given the sustainability of Bewdley, limiting its 
growth is not entirely consistent with national 
policy which supports sustainable patterns of 
development (NPPF Para 138). 

It is recommended that the wording of AM6E – 
Bewdley is altered to the following: 

Bewdley's contribution towards the District's 
housing need will be limited to the development 
of the allocated sites for Bewdley and 
development which ensures the long-term 
vitality and viability of Bewdley. This reflects the 
town's conservation context and the range of local 
services within the town. Some limited greenfield 
development will be permitted to enable this. 

 Bewdley’s contribution 
towards the District’s 
housing need will be limited 
to the development of the 
allocated sites for Bewdley 
and development which 
ensures the long-term 
vitality and viability of 
Bewdley. the site 
allocations for Bewdley in 
this local plan. This reflects 
the town’s conservation 
context and the more 
limited availability of jobs 
and services within the 
town. Some limited 
greenfield development will 
be permitted to enable this. 

Amendment has 
been made to 
reflect the 
earlier 
assessment of 
Bewdley in 
Policy AM6B and 
the aim to 
promote the 
vitality and 
viability of the 
Market Town. To 
also be 
consistent with 
national policy 
which supports 
sustainable 
patterns of 
development 
(NPPF Para 138). 
(ALPPS191). 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

MA/8.1 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8A Housing 
Density & Mix – 
3rd paragraph  

CPRE LPPS 323 : 
The grammar of the third paragraph is unclear, 
meaning that the policy is not positively prepared. 
This is probably merely bad drafting that can be 
corrected by a minor amendment. Housing 
register data (relating to affordable housing 
needs) is unlikely to provide a satisfactory source 
for market housing needs; and this may not be 
what it is intended. The table appears to add up to 
275 not 276. 
 
Persimmon Homes LPPS809: 
On the basis of dwelling size data including the 
data obtained from the Housing Register, which 
considers needs over aspirations and includes 
both general and supported housing needs 
(including housing needs for older people), Table 
8.0.1 provides an indicative view on the overall 
mix of housing that may be required. The actual 
mix of housing will be influenced by the context of 
the site, the market needs and the most up-to-
date housing specific to the site. 

On the basis of dwelling size data 
including the data obtained from 
the Housing Register, which 
considers needs over aspirations 
and includes both general and 
supported housing needs (including 
housing needs for older people). 
Table 8.0.1 provides an indicative 
view on the likely overall mix of 
housing which may be dwelling size 
required. The actual Actual mix of 
housing will be influenced by the 
context of the site, both the market 
needs and the most up-to-date 
housing needs specific to the 
location site. 
 

Provide 
clarification 

MA/8.2 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8A – 
Housing Density 
& Mix – final 
paragraph  

LPPS97 Homes England:- 
It is noted that the policy makes reference to the 
anticipation that greenfield developments in town 
centres will have an average density of 35 
dwellings per hectare. It is unclear if this is 
referring to greenfield developments in all 
locations, so this would benefit from clarification. 
The flexibility in this policy is welcomed as there 

The make up of individual 
developments, their design and 
density will be in sympathy with the 
development context (e.g. 
brownfield development in a town 
centre or greenfield) and existing 
neighbouring development. It is 
anticipated that new greenfield 

Amended to 
provide 
clarification 
as requested 
by Homes 
England and 
make 
wording 

3



Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

could be reasons why this level of density is not 
appropriate on all sites. 
 
Consultation response from West Midlands Harp 
Planning Consortium LPPS768: 
The wording of Policy 8A indicates that schemes 
not achieving the average density of 35 dwellings 
per hectare will be subject to independent viability 
testing. Such wording is not consistent with 
national policy, and unlikely to be effective in 
encouraging development that appropriately 
responds to either the local context or identified 
housing needs. Whilst both the 2012 and 2018 
NPPF encourage effective use of land and the 
imposition (in the case of the 2018 Framework) of 
minimum density standards, it does not 
encourage the inflexible application of these to 
the detriment of effective decision making. 
Applicants looking to bring forward developments 
with higher or lower densities need clarity as to 
how policy will be applied, but this must also 
mean policy is properly justified and viability 
tested. 
 
The following wording is proposed: Individual site 
characteristics may mean that this level of density 
is not achievable on all greenfield developments 
and this will need to be robustly justified and 
evidenced by the applicant in relation to housing 
needs and the local context through an 

developments in town centres will 
have an average density of 35 
dwellings per hectare, unless it can 
be shown that there are strong 
reasons why this would be in conflict 
with the development context and 
existing neighbouring development 
area. Individual site characteristics 
may mean that this level of density is 
not achievable on all greenfield 
developments and this will need to 
be robustly justified and evidenced 
by the applicant through an 
independently verified financial 
viability assessment in relation to 
housing needs and the local 
context. 
 

consistent 
with 
National 
Policy as 
suggested by 
West 
Midlands 
HARP 
Planning 
Consortium. 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

independently verified financial viability 
assessment. 

MA/8.3 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 8.9 3rd 
sentence 

See LPPS97 Homes England and West Midlands 
Harp Planning Consortium LPPS768 above 

This standard is considered viable for 
most development in  on greenfield 
sites in town centres, and it is up to 
the applicant to demonstrate 
whether particular circumstances 
justify the need for a viability 
assessment at the application stage. 

To reflect 
amendments 
made to 
Policy 8A – 
see LPPS97 

MA/8.4 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8B Level of 
Provision – 2nd 
paragraph  

Consultation response from Owl Homes 
RLPPS219: 
Policy 8B sets out a 25% affordable housing 
requirement on sites in excess of 10 dwellings or 
0.5 ha. The NPPF (Para 63) states that “provision 
of affordable housing should not be sought for 
residential developments that are not major 
developments, other than in designated rural 
areas (where policies may set out a lower 
threshold of 5 units or fewer)”. It is considered 
that Policy 8B is not entirely consistent with 
National Policy in requiring affordable housing on 
all sites 0.5ha and over. 

The Policy at present seeks this contribution on all 
applicable sites however, there should be some 
flexibility where achieving 25% affordable housing 
is demonstrated to be unviable, consistent with 
National Policy (NPPF Para 57)... 

Owl Homes support the flexibility allowed in the 

Affordable housing provision of a 
minimum of 25% on sites of 10 or 
more homes, or sites of an area of 
0.5 hectares or more, major 
development sites or on sites within 
identified rural areas comprising 
more than 5 dwellings  will generally 
be required. Individual site 
characteristics may mean that this 
level of provision is not achievable 
on all development sites and this 
will need to be evidenced by the 
applicant through an independently 
verified financial viability 
assessment.  Where proposals do 
not meet this requirement, a 
Viability Assessment should be 
submitted to the Council. 
 

To provide 
clarification 
and be 
consistent 
with national 
policy. RLPPS 
219  
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

Policy for contributions on sites that are 
affordable led schemes. 

Affordable housing provision of a minimum of 
25% on major application sites i.e. more than 10 
dwellings or on sites within identified rural areas 
comprising more than 5 dwellings will generally 
be required. Where proposals do not meet this 
requirement, a Viability Assessment should be 
submitted to the Council. 

MA/8.5 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8B Vacant 
Building Credit 

Consultation response from West Midlands Harp 
Planning Consortium LPPS772. 
National policy and guidance indicates that local 
authorities should incentivise brownfield 
development, and so this policy is broadly 
supported. As drafted however, the draft policy is 
too onerous, with no justification for imposing 
additional criteria not already set out within 
national guidance. The Council has sought to 
impose the guidance which is used for deductions 
in CIL, and the marketing requirement typically 
only applied when considering the loss of buildings 
in economic use.  
As drafted this policy is not consistent with 
national policy and effective and should be 
amended as below to meet the tests of soundness: 

Vacant Building Credit 
Vacant Building Credit will apply to brownfield 
land where vacant buildings are being reused or 

Vacant Building Credit will apply to 
brownfield land where vacant empty 
or redundant buildings which have 
not been abandoned are being 
reused or redeveloped. Vacant 
buildings will need to meet all In 
applying Vacant Building Credit the 
District Council will give 
consideration to the following 
criteria points: 

1. The building is not in use at the 
time the application is submitted, 
and has not been in continuous use 
for any six months during the last 
five years up to the date of the 
planning application is submitted. 

2. The building is not covered by an 
extant permission for a materially 

To provide 
clarification - 
see LPPS772.  
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

redeveloped. Applications relating to the 
redevelopment of vacant buildings will need to 
meet all the following criteria: 

1. The building is not in use at the time the 
application is submitted, and has not been 
in continuous use for any six months 
during the last five years up to the date of 
the planning application is submitted. 

2. The building is not covered by an extant 
permission for a materially similar 
development, or a permission for a 
materially similar development expired 
within the six months up to the date of the 
planning permission is submitted. 

3. The building has not been made vacant 
for the sole purpose of redevelopment: 
the applicant will be required to provide 
evidence that the site has been actively 
marketed for at least two of those three 
years at realistic prices, and that no 
financially viable interest has been 
expressed. 

similar development, or a 
permission for a materially similar 
development expired within the six 
months up to the date of the 
planning permission is submitted. 

3. The building has not been made 
vacant for the sole purpose of 
redevelopment. the applicant will be 
required to provide evidence that 
the site has been actively marketed 
for at least two of those three years 
at realistic prices, and that no 
financially viable interest has been 
expressed. 

4. Planning applications that seek to 
utilise Vacant Building Credit as part 
of any proposal will be required to 
provide evidence to demonstrate 
eligibility.  

MA/8.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8B 
Affordable 
Housing Led 
Schemes 1st 
sentence 

Consultation response from West Midlands Harp 
Planning Consortium LPPS772. 
Affordable Housing-Led Schemes 
This section of the policy as currently written is 
not consistent with national policy which only 
seeks to restrict ‘enabling’ development of open 

Where On Registered Provider-led s 
developments which would 
predominantly deliver affordable 
housing want to develop sites 
where the intention is to provide 
higher numbers of affordable 

To provide 
further 
clarification 
as requested 
by  West 
Midlands 

7



Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

market units in relation to rural exception sites. 
The policy as drafted could instead apply to 
schemes delivered by Registered Providers as 
straightforward policy-compliant applications but 
on which the intention is to deliver an above-
policy level of affordable housing. 
For example, a proposal for a 50 dwelling scheme 
would normally have a requirement for 25% 
affordable housing, delivering 13 affordable units; 
should an RP wish to deliver 45% as affordable (23 
units) with only 25% secured in a S106 Agreement 
the policy as worded would require additional 
scrutiny of viability and effectively refuse an 
application for delivering a greater level of open 
market units (27) than affordable, and a 
proportion greater than 20% for which we see no 
clear basis. This could have the effect of 
suppressing delivery of affordable housing-led 
schemes by Registered Providers and we 
recommend that this section of the policy should 
be removed wholesale. This will ensure such 
developments can continue to be effectively 
delivered without overly onerous policy 
requirements and also ensure the wider policy is 
consistent with the Framework. 

housing units than the planning 
obligations require but would still 
need some enabling market housing 
to make the site viable, the number, 
tenure and type of units will be 
agreed on a site by site basis.  

Harp 
Planning 
Consortium 

MA/8.7 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8B Entry 
Level Exception 
Sites 

West Midlands HARP Consortium LPPS772: 
Entry-level exception sites 
Inserting reference to early engagement with 
Registered Providers, as below, would be helpful 
in facilitating early understanding of need, the 

Entry Level Exception Sites 
The District Council will work with 
the Town and Parish Councils, 
Community Led Housing Groups, 
Registered Providers and 

Current 
wording is 
inconsistent 
with NPPF 
LPPS772 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

practical requirements of delivering affordable 
housing for local people and enabling earlier 
delivery of affordable housing where RPs may 
already have an active interest. 

The District Council will work with the Town and 
Parish Councils, Community Led Housing Groups, 
Registered Providers and Neighbourhood Planning 
Forums to identify appropriate sites for entry-level 
exception sites. 

Paragraph 71 of the new Framework sets out the 
criteria for entry-level exception sites – and unlike 
for rural exception sites there is no requirement 
for affordable housing delivered on such sites to 
be secured in perpetuity or for any subsidy to be 
recycled, except in relation to the provisions set 
out in Annex 2 on individual tenures. This section 
of the policy is inconsistent with national policy 
and should be removed. 

i. The site provides entry-level homes suitable for 
first time buyers (or equivalent, for those looking 
to rent). The scheme should include provisions to 
maintain houses at an affordable price or rent for 
future eligible households. Where legislation 
prevents this from happening then agreement 
must be reached with the Registered Provider to 
find a replacement unit if the original property is 

Neighbourhood Planning Forums to 
identify appropriate sites for entry-
level exception sites. Such schemes 
will be subject to the following 
criteria: 
i. The site provides entry-level 
homes suitable for first time buyers 
(or equivalent, for those looking to 
rent). The scheme should include 
provisions to maintain houses at an 
affordable price or rent for future 
eligible households. Where 
legislation prevents this from 
happening then agreement must be 
reached with the Registered 
Provider to find a replacement unit 
if the original property is sold at 
market price. 
ii. The site is adjacent to the existing 
settlement, and should be 
accessible to local services and 
facilities.  
iv. The scale of the scheme should be 
appropriate proportionate to the 
size and character of the settlement 
and ,must not significantly damage 
the character of the settlement or 
the any surrounding valued 
landscape and comply with any local 
design policies and standards. 

(West 
Midlands 
HARP 
Consortium) 
 
Criteria i, ii 
and iv 
require 
amendment 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

sold at market price. 

We have previously provided specific feedback to 
the Council on the need to abstain from seeking to 
secure all affordable housing in perpetuity, 
highlighting the impact of this on funding 
development not only on individual schemes but 
more widely. This restriction limits lenders’ 
appetite to fund development, as mortgage 
provision becomes more difficult with greater 
restrictions. When used in a rigid fashion this also 
prevents tenants from being able to staircase to 
full home ownership. Receipts from the sales of 
affordable housing are not undertaken lightly by 
our members, all of which funnel receipts into the 
delivery of more affordable housing. It is more 
appropriate for the Council to consider the best 
use of conditions and legal obligations to maintain 
a supply of affordable housing, looking to other 
mechanisms to allow the recycling of any public 
subsidy in new stock. 

With regards to criterion (ii), the NPPF does not 
require entry-level exception sites to be accessible 
to local services and facilities; while this is clearly 
desirable the delivery of such developments not 
only enables more people to access affordable 
housing, but this improves the vitality and viability 
of those settlements, improving the ability to 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

deliver local services and facilities. 

ii. The site is adjacent to the existing settlement, 
and should be accessible to local services and 
facilities. 

The wording of the fourth part of the policy is not 
consistent with the NPPF, nor reasonable in its 
expectations. Decision makers could not apply it 
consistently or with confidence as any 
development will change the character of the 
settlement and landscape; it is the effect of that 
change on protected areas or assets which is 
important. As the NPPF requires Local Plans to 
distinguish between the hierarchy of 
internationally, nationally and locally designated 
sites and protected and enhanced valued 
landscapes, this should be properly reflected. 

iv. The scale of the scheme should be 
proportionate appropriate to the size and 
character of the settlement and must not 
significantly damage the character of the 
settlement or any the surrounding valued 
landscape. 

MA/8.8 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8C 
Addressing Rural 
Housing Needs 1st 
paragraph, 3rd 
sentence 

Wyre Forest Community Land Trust RLPPS59: 

The need to ensure that local housing 
development within Wyre Forest is not entirely 
dominated by the small handful of large housing 

Residential and Community-Led 
Housing schemes that take account 
of local housing needs on windfall 
sites will be positively considered 
within the rural areas 

RLPPS59 
(Wyre Forest 
Community 
Land Trust) 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

developers is vital to ensure a stronger dynamic 
mix of innovative housing solutions for local 
people. 

A reference to Community Led Housing initiatives 
would help better align the plan with emerging 
national policy, consider adding. 

Residential and Community Led Housing schemes 
that take account of local housing needs on 
windfall sites will be positively considered within 
the rural areas. 

MA/8.9 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8C – 
Addressing Rural 
Housing Needs - 
Rural Exception 
Sites – 1st 
paragraph  
 

Requested by housing officers The District Council will work closely 
with the Parish Councils, Registered 
Providers, Community Led Housing 
Groups and Neighbourhood Planning 
Forums to identify appropriate sites 
for rural exception schemes where 
there will be an expectation to 
provide 100% affordable housing of 
a size, type and tenure to meet local 
housing needs. Such schemes will be 
subject to the following criteria: 

Provide 
further 
clarification 

MA/8.10 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8C – 
Addressing Rural 
Housing Needs - 
Rural Exception 
Sites 
3rd Criteria  

West Midlands HARP Consortium LPPS985 

To make the policy sound we recommend the 
following minor changes to ensure effectiveness, 
and consistency with national policy: 

The scale of the scheme should be 
appropriate to the size and character 
of the settlement and must not 
significantly damage the character 
of the settlement or the any 
surrounding valued landscape. 

LPPS985 
(West 
Midlands 
HARP 
Planning 
Consortium) 
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Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 8 – A Desirable Place to Live 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

iii. The scale of the scheme should be appropriate 
to the size and character of the settlement and 
must not significantly damage the character of 
the settlement or any the surrounding valued 
landscape. 

MA/8.11 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8D Self 
Build and Custom 
Housing 1st 
paragraph  

Persimmon Homes LPPS808: 
Policy 8D requires developers of sites of 10 or 
more dwellings to demonstrate how they have 
considered the needs of self builders and goes on 
to state that sites of more than 50 dwellings will 
be considered as most suitable for self-build 
dwellings. The Council’s website states that in 
terms of locational preference most individuals on 
the Council’s self and custom build register would 
prefer a rural or village location. Whilst the 
register states that most individuals on the 
register would consider a plot that was part of a 
new build housing development it is unlikely that 
there would be many developments of 50 
dwellings or more approved within the rural area 
or within villages, which is where the demand for 
plots is. It is not clear at this stage whether the 
evidence produced in support of the plan justifies 
the proposed policy approach. The Council should 
also consider the practicalities self and custom 
builders developing individual plots as part of a 
wider development in relation to health & safety, 
working hours and the length of build programme. 
The Council should seek to allocate specific sites 
for self and custom build housing and they should 

To support prospective self builders 
on sites of 10 or more dwellings, or 
sites of an area of 0.5 hectares or 
more, the developer will need to 
demonstrate how the need of self 
builders have been taken into 
consideration. The developer will 
fulfill this requirement via 
agreement with the Council, taking 
into consideration demand on the 
Self Build Register. Sites of more 
than 50 dwellings will be considered 
as most suitable for delivering self 
build dwellings. Major development 
schemes should take into 
consideration the demand shown in 
the Self-Build and Custom-Build 
Register and where possible provide 
suitable plots. Self-Build and 
Custom-Build Housing dwellings 
within the site will be developed in 
accordance with an agreed design 
code. Where plots have been made 
available and marketed 
appropriately for at least 12 months 

To take into 
account 
comments 
by 
Persimmon 
Homes 
LPPS808, 
HBF  
LPPS908, 
Barratts 
LPPS759 
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consider incorporating this into a rural exceptions 
policy. 
 
HBF LPPS908: 
Policy 8D is not clear, robust or effective for 
development management purposes especially for 
sites of 10 – 50 dwellings. Any policy requirement 
for self / custom build serviced plots on housing 
sites of more than 50 dwellings should be fully 
justified and supported by evidence of need. The 
Council should assess such housing needs as set 
out in the NPPG (ID 2a-021). With only 60 on the 
self-builders list the evidence does not support the 
proposed requirements in this policy.  The 
proposed 12 month offered for sale period is too 
long. 
 
Barratts LPPS759: 
Policy 8D should be amended to advise that self-
build plots will only be sought where the Self- 
Build Register has identified a need for the plot. 

and have not sold, the plot(s) may be 
built out by the developer.  

MA/8.12 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 8D Self 
Build and Custom 
Housing 2nd 
paragraph 

Persimmon Homes LPPS808: 
The second paragraph of the policy is superfluous. 
If an application is in keeping with the policies in 
the Plan then it should automatically be approved 
without delay (in accordance with Paragraph 11.C 
of the NPPF. 

The District Council will support 
planning applications for small scale 
self build and custom housing, 
provided they are in keeping with 
the other policies contained in this 
Plan. 

Not required 
as policy 
LPSS808 

MA/8.13 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 

Policy 8D Self 
Build and Custom 
Housing  

 Where plots have been made 
available they should be reasonably 
priced to reflect prevailing market 

To provide 
further 
clarity to 
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(October 
2018) 

Criteria iv values and average local income 
applicants on the Self-Build and 
Custom-Build Register should be 
notified by developers. 

policy 

MA/8.14 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 8.23  In April 2018 there was a local 
demand for 60 Self Build and 
Custom Plots within the District, 
with a preference for DIY Custom 
Build, followed by Self Finish 
Custom Build and Full Turn Key 
Custom Build. Of these 40 
households expressed interest in a 
self/custom build plot on a new 
build development. The Self-Build 
and Custom-Build Register will be 
updated on an annual basis. 

The position 
on the Self 
Build 
Register at 
April 2018 is 
summarised 
in the 
Housing 
Needs 
Assessment 
Report 2018 
and should 
not be 
replicated in 
the Local 
Plan as it is 
time specific, 
whereas the 
Local Plan 
covers the 
period 2016-
36. 

MA/8.15 Pre-
Submission  
Publication 
(October 

Policy 8E Housing 
for Older People 
and other with 
special housing 

Wyre Forest Community Land Trust Limited 
RLPPS60: 

The embedding of Community Led Housing within 

The Council will continue to work 
with providers, and developers and 
community-led housing initiatives 
to meet the additional need for 

See RLPPS60  
from Wyre 
Forest 
Community 
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2018) requirements 
1st sentence 

a number of generic policies helps engage the 
local community in a meaningful way with the 
Local Plan. 

Suggested modification:  

The Council will continue to work with providers, 
developers and Community Led Housing 
initiatives to meet the additional need for 1,642 
C3 dwellings for older people over the lifetime of 
the plan. 

1,642 C3 dwellings for older people 
over the lifetime of the plan. 
 

Land Trust 

MA/8.16 Amendment
s to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM8G – 
Site Provision for 
Travelling 
Showpeople 

CPRE LPPS353: 

Certain aspects of the present policy would be 
better included in the site-specific policy 30.29 on 
Zortec Avenue, or perhaps the whole of this one 
should be moved here and a separate policy to 
deal with the situation of a further site being 
needed. 

 

The former Burlish Golf Course 
Clubhouse site (shown on Policies 
Map as site LI/12), is allocated to 
meet the immediate needs of the 
existing Travelling Showpeople 
family currently living within the 
District. Any proposals brought 
forward should submit suitable 
arrangements for sewerage 
treatment in addition to satisfactory 
drainage measures. The scale of the 
site should be to meet the specific 
housing needs of the existing 
family. 

Moved to 
site specific 
policy LI/12 
in Chapter 
30 as 
suggested by 
CPRE 
(LPPS353). 
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MA/9.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.1 
2nd sentence 

Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

It is working closely with partner organisations to tackle health 
inequalities 1  and ensure the best health outcomes for local people 
 
1 

Health inequalities are differences in health status or in the 
distribution of health resources between different population 
groups, arising from the social conditions in which people are born, 
grow, live, work and age 

Footnote defines 
what is meant by 
health 
inequalities. 
 
 
 

MA/9.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.2 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment and Public Health England 
data have been used to inform this policy. Health challenges for the 
district include obesity in children and in adults, mental health, 
limiting long term illness or disability and increased numbers of 
people living with dementia. The Wyre Forest District currently has a 
large population of residents over the age of 65 which will increase 
significantly over the next 20 years. Wyre Forest District experiences 
significant health inequalities. There is a significant link between the 
health and wellbeing of people living in more affluent areas 
compared to those living in less affluent areas. Current data shows 
that males living in the least deprived part of the district can expect 
to live 8.2 years longer than their counterparts in the most deprived 
parts of the district. Females can expect to live on average 7.6 years 
longer.3 life expectancy is 8.4 years lower for men and 11.7 years 
lower for women in the most deprived areas of Wyre Forest than in 
the least deprived areas. 3 

 

3 Public Health England, Wyre Forest Health Profile 2019 

 

Indicator Year Wyre 
Forest 

Worceste
rshire 

England England 
worst 

England 
best 

GCSEs 
achieved 
(5 A*-C 
inc. 
Maths & 

2013/16 52.5% 59% 56.6% 35.4% 78.6% 

Moved to 
Reasoned 
Justification 
together with 
paragraph 9.3. 
Figures updated to 
reflect latest 2019 
Health Profile 
data.  
Table also 
updated to reflect 
latest data 
Footnote added to 
give data source. 
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English) 

Life 
expectan
cy at 
birth 
(males) 

2015-17 79.4 yrs 79.9 yrs 79.6 yrs 74.2 yrs 83.3 yrs 

Life 
expectan
cy at 
birth 
(females) 

2015-17 83.1 yrs 83.9 yrs 83.1 yrs 79.5 yrs 86.5 yrs 

Dementia 
diagnosis 
(aged 
65+) 

2019 59.8% 59.7% 68.7% 36% 90.2% 

Excess 
weight in 
adults 
(aged 
18+) 

2017/18 62.6% 65% 62% 77.6% 43.4% 

Obese 
children 
in Year 6 
(aged 10 
– 11) 

2017/18 35.2% 32.8% 34.3% 44.5% 20.5% 

NB Worst and Best for England refer to district and not county 
 

MA/9.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 9 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council 

A. Development should help minimise negative health impacts and 
maximise opportunities to ensure that people in Wyre Forest 
District lead healthy, active lifestyles and experience a high 
quality of life by: 

 
1. Designing Providing easy to maintain, safe and attractive 

public realm areas and green infrastructure including green 
spaces, footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes that 
encourage active travel opportunities and social interaction 
and minimise the potential for crime and anti-social 
behaviour. These spaces should enable formal and informal 

Suggested by 
Health and Well-
Being working 
group of officers 
from WFDC, WCC 
and WHA. Revised 
point 1 combines 
previous 1-4; 
revised point 2 
rewords point 5; 
revised point 3 
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physical activity, recreation and play, and should support 
healthy living and social cohesion. The design of these spaces 
should be flexible1 and should consider older people and 
those living with dementia or disabilities. 

2. Minimising and mitigating the impacts of negative 

Improving air quality and reducing people's exposure to 

poor air quality 

3. Providing a mix of high quality, energy efficient, and 
affordable and adaptable housing that meets the needs of 
different groups in the community, including older people 
and those with disability.  

4. Delivering new and improved expanded health services 
provision and facilities in locations where they can be easily 
accessed using public transport, walking and cycling. 

5. Encouraging opportunities for access to fresh food, for 
example through the retention and provision of allotments, 
community orchards, fruit trees, local markets, and usable 
private amenity spaces. 
 

B. Health Impact Assessment (HIA) Screening will be required for 
proposals for, or changes of use to: 
 

 Residential and mixed use sites 25 to 99 dwellings gross 

 Restaurants and cafés (A3 Use Class) 

 Drinking establishments (A4 Use Class) 

 Hot food takeaways (A5 Use Class) (see policy 22G) 

 Leisure, residential and non-residential institutions 

 Residential Institutions (C2 Use Class)  

 Non-residential institutions (D1 Use Class) 

combines previous  
points 6 & 7;  
point 4 replaces 
previous 8 and 5 
replaces previous 
point 9.  
Footnote added 
for criteria 1. 
 
HIA separated out 
from other policy 
to make policy 
clearer.  
See Statement of 
Common Ground 
with WCC for 
proposed 
requirement that 
HIA is requested 
for all residential 
and mixed use 
major planning 
applications. 
Order changed 
with HIA 
Screening 
requirements set 
out ahead of HIA 
itself 
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 Leisure facilities (D2 Use Class) 

 Betting shops and pay-day loan shops (Sui Generis) 
 
The screening process will identify whether the proposal requires a 
HIA. 
 
HIA will be required for developments of  proposals for: 

 Residential and mixed use major development sites of 100 
dwellings or more (Gross) 

 Employment sites of 5 ha or more (Gross Internal Area) 

 Retail developments of 500 square metres or more  (Gross 
Internal Area) 

 
The HIA should be commensurate with the size of the development. 
 
Where an unacceptable adverse impact on health and wellbeing is 
established through a Health Impact Assessment process, permission 
will not be granted development will not be supported unless 
material planning considerations indicate otherwise.  
 
2 Successful places can adapt to changing circumstances and 
demands. They are flexible and are able to respond to a range of 
future needs (PPG, Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 26-019-20140306, 
Revision date: 06 03 2014) 

MA/9.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.5 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

The design of the built environment can have a significant impact on 
both physical and mental wellbeing. The location, density and mix of 
uses affect how people live their day-to-day lives. How areas and 
buildings are built and how they are connected through street 
layout, footpaths, cycleways and open/green spaces can impact on 
people's health and wellbeing and overall quality of life. It is also 
vital that community needs are supported through the provision 

Amendments 
agreed via 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 
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and access to appropriate physical, social and green infrastructure 
as well as other facilities and services. Well-designed built 
environment can help to reduce health inequalities in Wyre Forest; 
while poor environmental quality, housing conditions or pollution 
can exacerbate them 

See SofCG. 

MA/9.5 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.6 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

The Wyre Forest Health Profile (2018) published by Public Health 
England shows how the health of people in Wyre Forest District 
compares with the rest of England. Priorities in the Wyre Forest 
include older people and management of long term health 
conditions, mental health and wellbeing and obesity. The following 
table illustrates how the Wyre Forest District compares with 
Worcestershire and England as a whole for a number of health 
indicators. 

Indicator Wyre 
Forest 

Worceste
rshire 

England England 
worst 

England 
best 

GCSEs 
achieved 
(5 A*-C 
inc. 
Maths & 
English) 

58.8 60.9 57.8 44.8 78.7 

Life 
expectan
cy at 
birth 
(males) 

79.6 80 79.5 74.2 83.7 

Life 
expectan
cy at 
birth 
(females) 

82.9 83.8 83.1 79.4 86.8 

Dementia 
diagnosis 
(aged 
65+) 

61.3 61 67.9 45.1 90.8 

Excess 
weight in 
adults 

60.3 62 61.3 74.9 40.5 

Deleted as Table 
9.0.1 has been 
moved to after 
former para.9.2. 
No longer 
required.  
Table now 
updated. 
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(aged 
18+) 

Obese 
children 
in Year 6 
(aged 10 
– 11) 

20.0 19.6 20.0 29.2 8.8 

 

MA/9.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.7 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Increasing physical activity and adopting a healthier lifestyle is 
essential to reducing obesity in both adults and children. Obesity is a 
major risk factor for a number of diseases such as Type 2 diabetes, 
cancer and heart disease. It can also affect people’s mental health. 
Planning has a key role in helping to create places that enable 
people to achieve and maintain a healthy weight. The design of the 
built environment should encourage physical activity and healthier 
lifestyles to reduce obesity in both adults and children.  

Renumbered as 
para. 9.6 
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MA/9.7 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.8-11 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

There are a number of social, behavioural and environmental factors 
which make it hard for most people to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
These factors are often exacerbated in deprived areas where people 
are 10 times less likely to live in the greenest areas compared with 
people in the least deprived areas, more likely to live near fast-food 
outlets which contribute towards the disparity levels of obesity 
across the population and more likely to feel unsafe in their 
neighbourhood with consequent negative effects on their health, 
including a reluctance to take exercise. 
 
In areas of high deprivation, it is especially important to encourage 
healthier lifestyles and easier access to fresh food. One local 
example is at St.George's Park in Kidderminster where the "Let's Eat 
the Park" scheme started in 2014. Here there are several raised 
beds which are now in use funded by the Royal Horticultural Society 
'Greening Grey Britain' scheme. Several varieties of fresh fruit and 
vegetables are raised and grown for and by the local community. 
This gives a free source of nutritional food to the local community. 
 

The Wyre Forest currently has a large population of residents 

over the age of 65 (24.2%) which is significantly higher than 

the England average of 17.9%. The built environment can 

support older people by providing supportive and enabling 

living environments to compensate for the physical and 

social changes associated with ageing. For example, the 

provision of new homes which meet the design standards of 

Lifetime Homes can enable people to remain independent 

within their own homes for longer. Whilst dementia can 

affect people as young as 30, the rate increases significantly 

with age. People living with dementia frequently stay at home 

because the outdoor environment feels unsafe and unfamiliar. 

Paragraphs 9.8-
9.11 removed 
completely. Will 
form basis for 
SPD. New text 
inserted. 
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The provision of dementia-friendly developments including 

safe, well-lit and walkable routes connecting local green 

spaces and essential amenities, seating areas provided in 

strategic places, simple street furniture and plain, non-

reflective and contrasting surfaces could improve the 

likelihood of those with dementia continuing their everyday 

lives as part of the community . 

 

There are seven key areas where planning can have a 

positive influence on health. These principles will be 

further expanded in the Supplementary Planning Document 

(SPD) on Health and Wellbeing and will form key 

considerations for the Health Impact Assessment (HIA) and 

HIA Screening process. 

Key Areas where Planning can 
have a Positive Influence on 
Health 

 
A  Movement and access - clearly signposted and 

direct walking and cycling networks serving schools, 

shops and leisure facilities; safe and accessible public 

realm; well-designed buildings with passive 

surveillance; walking prioritised over vehicles; use and 

monitor travel plans; should promote sustainable 

transport. 

B Open spaces, play and recreation - planned network 

of both blue and green infrastructure; easily accessible 

natural green space of varying sizes which serves the 

needs of all groups of the population; safe and easily 

accessible play areas which are overlooked; sports 
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and leisure facilities designed for use by all including 

built sports facilities such as swimming pools and 

sports halls and also encourage access to schools by the 

community to maximise the value of existing sports 

provision to the local community. 

C Food environment - development should maintain 

or enhance opportunities for food production; avoid 

over-concentration of hot food takeaways near 

schools and facilities aimed at young people; food 

shops / markets should have a diverse range on offer 

and be easily accessible. 

D Neighbourhood spaces - community and healthcare 

facilities should be considered a priority in large 

developments and be easily accessible. Public spaces 

should be attractive, multi-use and readily accessible. 

E Buildings - dwellings should be adaptable and 

inclusive, catering for the changing needs of the 

individuals living in them. There should be adequate 

private and semi-private amenity space and car 

parking provision as appropriate to the type and size 

of dwelling. 

F  Local Economy - development should enhance local 

centres by providing a  diverse range of retail; local 

centres and places of employment should be easily 

accessible by public transport, walking or cycling; 

centres should provide benches, toilets and sheltered 

bike 

G  Environment - Improving air quality and reducing 

pollution through the encouragement of more active 

lifestyles and reducing car dependency; avoiding any 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross reference 
requested by 
Sport England (see 
SoCG) 
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significant adverse impacts from pollution, noise, 

light; minimising the impacts  from all forms of flood 

risk. 

 
New homes should be adaptable to the changing needs of its 
occupants and be designed with all community groups in mind, 
including, disabled and older people.  The 'Lifetime Homes' standard 
sets out design criteria that can help to demonstrate this type of 
flexible design. Homes should be affordable and energy efficient to 
ensure comfortable and long term accommodation for all. 
 
Proposals will provide for multifunctional green infrastructure. This 
will encourage active travel and social interaction and minimise the 
potential for crime and anti-social behaviour. Proposals will provide 
connectivity to local centres, health and community facilities, 
thereby reducing car dependency. This can be achieved in part 
through public realm design which prioritises people over motor 
traffic. This should allow for convenient, safe and attractive routes, 
in particular for walking and cycling.  Sport England’s Active Design 
principles (Footnote Sport England (2015) Active Design Planning for 
health and wellbeing through sport and physical activity) will be 
supported to encourage physical activity through the development 
layout.  
 
The provision of green spaces can provide multiple benefits such as 
the facilitation of physical activity, social cohesion, healthy food 
growing and improvement to air quality. They should be accessible 
and well-maintained in order to preserve their functionality and 
serve members of the communities. Proposals that include access to 
fresh food, for example through the retention, enhancement or 
provision of allotments, community orchards, fruit trees or local 
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markets, and usable private amenity spaces, will be encouraged. 
Shared use of community spaces will also be encouraged to improve 
social cohesion through schemes such as community allotments or 
orchards.   
 
Proposals will seek to reduce their negative impacts on air quality 
and reduce people’s exposure to poor quality air through 
sustainable building design, encouragement of active travel, 
discouragement of car dependency and provision of electric 
charging points. Appropriate planting will be provided to absorb 
pollutants and the design and layout of development will increase 
separation distances between people and sources of air pollution.  
 
The design of public realm should be of flexible design which means 
that it can adapt to changing uses and demands. Developments 
should consider design elements that can affect the quality of life 
for the elderly and people living with dementia. This includes the 
provision of safe, well-lit and walkable routes connecting local green 
spaces and essential amenities. Seating areas provided in strategic 
places, simple street furniture and plain, non-reflective and 
contrasting surfaces could improve the likelihood of those with 
dementia continuing their everyday lives as part of the community.  
 
New residential developments should be supported by sufficient 
and accessible healthcare provision. Where there is a shortfall in 
sufficient healthcare facilities, measures should be taken to rectify 
the shortfall as a result of development. 
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MA/9.8 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.12 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Health Impact Assessment (HIA) is a tool to ensure that a wide range 
of social, environmental and economic factors that have an  impacts 
on human health and wellbeing of the population are considered at 
the planning and design stage. The HIA process aims to enhance the 
positive aspects of a proposal through assessment, while avoiding 
or minimising any negative impacts, with particular emphasis on 
disadvantaged sections of communities that might be affected. HIA 
Screening is a simplified process to determine whether a HIA is 
needed for a the particular scheme.  
 

Amendments 
agreed via 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 
See SofCG. 

MA/9.9 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

New paragraph  Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Part B of the policy requires certain developments to demonstrate 
how they have specifically addressed the health and wellbeing 
principles specified in part A through an HIA. Other development 
types, as also specified in Part B will be expected to undertake an 
HIA screening assessment to identify whether a proposal requires a 
full HIA. Undertaking an HIA will ensure that the effects of a 
development on both health and health inequalities are considered 
and addressed during the planning process. Early dialogue with the 
local planning authority (such as through pre-application advice) is 
encouraged to help establish the extent and content of HIA. HIAs 
will be assessed by Wyre Forest District Council in consultation with 
Worcestershire County Council's Public Health Directorate and will 
be a material consideration in the planning application process. 
 

Amendments 
agreed via 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 
See SofCG. 

MA/9.10 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

New paragraph Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Further guidance on health and wellbeing principles and the HIA 
and HIA Screening process will be included in the Health and 
Wellbeing Supplementary Planning Document. This SPD will include 
HIA and HIA Screening templates to guide the applicants through 
this process. 
 

Amendments 
agreed via 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 
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See SofCG. 

MA/9.11 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 9.15 Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Other policies in the Development Plan (such as the Community 
Facilities Policies 20A-C ) address issues which could have 
implications for health and wellbeing and should be considered in 
conjunction with this policy. Also see adopted Wyre Forest Playing 
Pitch Strategy and Action Plan and the Indoor and Built Facilities 
Strategy. 
 

Paragraph 9.13 
text is unchanged 
– renumbered as 
9.17. 

MA/9.12 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

New paragraph Statement of Common 
Ground with Worcestershire 
County Council. 

The Sustainability Appraisal has assessed the Local Plan as having an 
overall positive impact on health and wellbeing. The Local Plan is 
seen as supporting healthy lifestyles by aiming to maximise the 
delivery of Green Infrastructure and provide housing and 
employment sites in locations which are close to existing services, 
thereby encouraging walking and cycling and reducing reliance on 
car travel with the associated air pollution problems. 

Amendments 
agreed via 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 
See SofCG. 
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Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

MA/10.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 10B – Town 
Centre 
Development 

 LPPS354 

A policy on rural 
developments is out of 
place in the midst of 
one on Towns and 
should be located 
elsewhere, perhaps 
linked to rural 
employment as an 

addition to Policy 10A. 

 Small scale (less than 280 sq m) 
development of retail uses in rural 
areas will be supported where 
appropriate. 
 

 Small scale (less than 500 sq m) 
development of commercial and 
leisure uses in rural areas will be 
supported where appropriate. 

Suggested modification to 
move these two bullet 
points to Policy 10A instead, 
as a policy on rural 
developments is out of 
place in ‘Policy 10B – Town 
Centre Development’, and 
would be better linked to 
rural employment as an 
addition to Policy 10A. 
(LPPS354). 

MA/10.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 10A – A 
Diverse Local 
Economy 

LPPS354 
 
A policy on rural 
developments is out of 
place in the midst of 
one on Towns and 
should be located 
elsewhere, perhaps 
linked to rural 
employment as an 
addition to Policy 10A. 

Insert new text to Policy 10A to sit as 
last two bullet points of policy: 
 

 Small scale (less than 280 sq m) 
development of retail uses in rural 
areas will be supported where 
appropriate. 
 

 Small scale (less than 500 sq m) 
development of commercial and 
leisure uses in rural areas will be 
supported where appropriate. 

Suggested modification to 
move these two bullet 
points from Policy 10B to 
Policy 10A, as a policy on 
rural developments is out of 
place in ‘Policy 10B – Town 
Centre Development’, and 
would be better linked to 
rural employment as an 
addition to Policy 10A. 
(LPPS354). 

MA/10.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 10C – 
Sustainable 
Tourism 

LPPS915  The policy 
and/or the supporting 
text should be 
amended to more 
closely reflect 
paragraph 108 of the 

Bullet point 3: 
 
Proposals linked to the Tourism 
Industry should incorporate 
sustainable transport links as the site 
should be readily and safely accessible 

Suggested modification to 
more closely reflect 
National Planning Policy 
Framework so that it is 
made clear that such 
provision or such 
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National Planning 
Policy Framework  so 
that it is made clear 
that such provision or 
such contributions will 
only be sought where 
the residual 
cumulative impact of 
developments are 
severe, and where it is 
practical and viable so 
to do. 

by public transport wherever possible, 
especially between attractions and 
Kidderminster town centre. Sustainable 
transport links and infrastructure to 
promote ease of access to the Wyre 
Forest, Stourport-on-Severn, Bewdley, 
West Midland Safari Park and 
Kidderminster Railway Station will be 
sought where it is practical and viable 
to do so. 

contributions will only be 
sought where it is practical 
and viable to do so. 
(LPPS915) 
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Reference Local Plan 
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/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

MA/11ABCF.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 11A - 
Quality Design 
and Local 
Distinctiveness 
 
 
  
 

Response LPPS910 
 
Reference to SPD in policy is not in 
compliance with the regulations. The 
Council is referred to the recent High 
Court Judgement between William 
Davis Ltd, Bloor Homes Ltd, Jelson 
Homes Ltd, Davidson Homes Ltd & 
Barwood Homes Ltd and Charnwood 
Borough Council Neutral Citation 
Number : [2017] EWHC 3006 
(Admin) Case No. CO/2920/2017. 

B. Creating and Reinforcing Local 
Distinctiveness 
 
Wyre Forest District has an existing 
character that is determined by the 
qualities of the existing buildings and 
landscape. New development should 
respond to these existing qualities and 
ensure that it represents a positive 
addition to the streetscape or landscape. 
Where the existing context is weak or 
negative, it is important that new 
development demonstrates an 
improvement in the quality of the area. 
Guidance is provided in the District’s 
Adopted Design Guidance Supplementary 
Planning Document of 2015. 

Arising from 
comment 
LPPS910: 
Flags up SPD as 
guidance only. 

MA/11ABCF.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 11A - 
Quality Design 
and Local 
Distinctiveness 
 
Design 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document 
 
  
 

Response LPPS910 
 
Reference to SPD in policy is not in 
compliance with the regulations. The 
Council is referred to the recent High 
Court Judgement between William 
Davis Ltd, Bloor Homes Ltd, Jelson 
Homes Ltd, Davidson Homes Ltd & 
Barwood Homes Ltd and Charnwood 
Borough Council Neutral Citation 
Number : [2017] EWHC 3006 
(Admin) Case No. CO/2920/2017. 

DELETE ENTIRE PARAGRAPH: 
 
C. Design Supplementary Planning 
Document 
 
Proposals for new development must 
demonstrate a regard for the overarching 
vision and design objectives, the District’s 
local character and identity and the 
design processes set out within the latest 
adopted Design SPD. 

From comment 
LPPS910: 
 
Agree inclusion 
of SPD in policy is 
not in 
compliance with 
the regulations 
and is thus to be 
omitted. 

MA/11ABCF.3 Pre- Policy 11C - Response RLPPS25 A. Landscape Character Agree include 
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Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Landscape 
Character 
 

Suggested Policy Change: 

Policy 11C - Landscape Character 

1. Landscape Character 

 New development must protect and 
where possible enhance the unique 
character of the landscape including 
individual settlements or hamlets 
located within it. Opportunities for 
landscape gain will be sought 
alongside all new development, in 
order that landscape character is 
strengthened and enhanced. 

Planning policies and decisions 
should contribute to and enhance 
the natural and local environment 
by protecting and enhancing valued 
landscapes, sites of biodiversity or 
geological value and 
soils............................... 

 

 
New third Paragraph: 
 
Planning policies and decisions should 
contribute to and enhance the natural 
and local environment by protecting and 
enhancing valued landscapes, sites of 
biodiversity or geological value and soils. 
 

from comment 
RLPPS25. 
However, 
designation of an 
individual Valued 
Landscape is for 
the Council to 
determine on 
receipt of 
appropriate 
evidence. Thus 
the naming of 
specific valued 
Landscapes 
within the over-
arching policy is 
not considered 
appropriate. 
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/Table/Map/etc 
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MA/11D.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

New paragraph 
to be inserted as 
Paragraph 11.39 

Statement of Common Ground 
with Natural England. 

Insert new paragraph (11.39): 
 
The River Severn, Severn Estuary and 
tributaries provide a route for migratory 
fish forming part of the reasons for the 
Severn Estuary’s designation as a 
Special Area of Conservation and 
Ramsar Site. The Severn Rivers Trust has 
been established to promote projects to 
improve fish passage along the Severn 
and to develop greater use of the rivers 
Severn and Teme by locals and visitors. 
Development that may have direct or 
indirect impacts on watercourses used 
by the SAC and Ramsar species will be 
subject to a Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA). 

Natural England has 
requested the text as 
shown to be included in 
the Reasoned 
Justification for Policy 
11D. See SofCG for 
Natural England. 
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Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

MA/12.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 12 – 
Strategic 
Infrastructure 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council and 
Bromsgrove District Council. 

New text to be added in Policy 12 as 
follows:- 
 
“D.) Where appropriate, planning 
obligations will be required to fund 
infrastructure projects that are 
directly related to specific 
development, including but not 
limited to affordable housing, 
transport, green infrastructure, 
education, health and other social 
infrastructure.” 

To add further 
clarity to this policy 
as to what is 
expected (where 
appropriate) in 
terms of planning 
obligations and 
infrastructure 
requirements. (See 
SofCG). 
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Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

MA/13.1 Amendment
s to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Paragraph 
AM13.11 

Statement of Common Ground 
with Highways England. 

The District does not benefit from local 
access to the motorway network (M5); 
however, M5 Junction 3 and 4 provide 
access from Wyre Forest District and the 
rural hinterland to the Strategic Road 
Network for journeys by road. it has They 
provide connections to the Black Country 
and wider West Midlands Conurbation and 
wider Worcestershire. to the north/west, 
Bromsgrove and Redditch to the east, and 
Worcester to the south, This in turn 
provides access to by the local principal 
road network. 

Amendments made to 
paragraph AM13.11 
following suggested 
modification by 
Highways England. 
(ALPPS27). (See SofCG 
for Highways England). 

MA/13.2 Amendment
s to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Paragraph 
AM13.11 

Statement of Common Ground 
with Highways England. 

The district does not benefit from direct 
access to the Strategic Road Network. 
However, it does have connections to the 
M5 Corridor through the following local 
principal road network which connects to 
the M5 through the identified corridors 
and junctions; 

- A456 Corridor – which provides 

access to M5 Junction 3 (Quinton); 

- A491 Corridor – which provides 

access to M5 Junction 4 (Lydiate 

Ash); and, 

- A449 Corridor – which provides 

access to M5 Junction 6 

(Worcester North). 

Highways England 
requested this 
suggested amendment 
to the Wyre Forest 
Local Plan in Chapter 
13 – Transport and 
Accessibility. See 
SofCG with Highways 
England. 
 
 It has been suggested 
by HE that this text 
should sit above the 
existing text at 
paragraph 13.11 on 
Highway Network.  
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These connections enable the movement 
of goods, services and freight into and out 
of the district. These junctions are also 
signed for routeing to the West Midland 
Safari Park and Severn Valley Railway 
which are national tourist destinations 
and important to the regional economy.  
 
Whilst it is noted that the Wyre Forest 
Local Plan will increase potential trips on 
the Strategic Road Network the impact is 
considered minor, however cumulatively 
with further housing and employment 
growth in Birmingham, Black Country, 
Bromsgrove and South Worcestershire it 
is likely that improvements will be 
required at these junctions.  
 
Therefore, Highways England, who 
maintains and manages the M5 Corridor, 
continues to work with Worcestershire 
County Council, and other key 
stakeholders to identify and develop 
improvement schemes and funding 
opportunities at these locations, to enable 
the growth across this area to be 
accommodated within the operational 
capacity of the Strategic Road Network. 
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Policy/Paragraph/
Table/Map/etc 
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MA/14.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 14 – 
Strategic Green 
Infrastructure, B. 
iii. 

Statement of Common 
Ground with Natural 
England. 

i. For Brownfield sites: no specific GI 
figure. However, mitigation 
would be expected if the 
proposed development will 
impact negatively on protected 
environmental sites and/or 
where brownfield sites have a 
high environmental value. 

Natural England noted that Policy 
14 B. iii did not give a specific figure 
for the provision of green 
infrastructure (GI) on brownfield 
land. Natural England therefore 
suggested that the Council added in 
a proviso for circumstances where 
there may be a need to require a 
certain amount of GI for a proposal. 
For example for onsite mitigation 
for impacts on a protected site or 
where brownfield sites have high 
environmental value. (LPPS652). 
See SofCG for Natural England. 

MA/14.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 14 – 
Strategic Green 
Infrastructure, 6. 
ii. 

Statement of Common 
Ground with Sport 
England. 

ii. Replacement of, or investment in, GI of 
at least equivalent quantity and quality 
and of equal community and technical 
environmental benefit is secured for the 
locality or wider area. in a suitable 
location. 

Amendments made to policy 
wording following suggested 
modification from Sport England. 
Sport England suggested amending 
the wording of part 6ii to read 
‘Replacement of, or investment in, 
GI, of at least equivalent quantity 
and quality and of equal 
community and technical 
environmental benefit is secured in 
a suitable location’ to accord with 
paragraph 97 of the NPPF. 
(LPPS258) See SofCG for Sport 
England. 

MA/14.3 Pre-
Submission 

Paragraph 14.7 Various consultation 
responses, including 

GI will need to be carefully planned into 
new developments from the outset. When 

Text added to paragraph 14.7 of 
the reasoned justification to explain 
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Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Persimmon Homes 
LPPS801: 
 
The policy requires 40% of 
greenfield sites to be 
directly delivered as GI, 
subject to viability. This 
appears to be a significant 
proportion of a site and 
greater clarity should be 
provided in terms of what 
would and would not be 
regarded as GI. If 
residential gardens, grass 
verges and incidental areas 
of open space, are 
regarded as GI then the 
40% requirement would be 
much more achievable. 

determining planning applications the way 
in which the proposals contribute to 
delivering the GI network will be of 
paramount importance. GI (and 
associated Blue Infrastructure) is an over-
arching approach to secure a range of 
measures already required and being 
delivered by development, including: 
formal and informal play areas, 
sustainable drainage systems, footpaths 
and bridleways, public open space, 
community gardens, living walls, and 
wildflower verges etc. For sake of clarity: 
this is not a requirement to be 
considered alongside such features, but 
the GI target in Policy 14 should 
constitute a quantitative summation of 
GI measures. For GI to be deemed of 
acceptable quality, matters including 
multi-functionality, cohesion and 
aftercare also require careful 
consideration. Helpful demonstration of 
such consideration could include 
benchmarking of development through 
assessment tools such as Building with 
Nature 
(www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/about). 
The GI Concept Plans and/or a 
Supplementary Planning Document will 
be of assistance to developers in crafting 

what can be included in GI %. 
(LPPS789, LPPS801) 
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robust and effective GI schemes. 

MA/14.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 14.8 
(insert new 
paragraph) 

Statement of Common 
Ground with Natural 
England. 

When considering GI on brownfield sites 
no specific figure has been set as such 
sites can be relatively constrained by 
development viability. Therefore any GI 
provision will be as a direct consequence 
of development proposals having to 
meet other policy requirements as 
necessary in order to make the 
development acceptable in planning 
terms. Where proposed development is 
likely to impact negatively on protected 
sites and/or where brownfield sites have 
a high environmental value then 
appropriate mitigation measures will be 
expected. Brownfield habitats qualifying 
as Open Mosaic Habitat or supporting 
NERC S.41 species would qualify as a site 
offering ‘high environmental value’. 

Natural England noted that Policy 
14 B. iii did not give a specific figure 
for the provision of green 
infrastructure (GI) on brownfield 
land. Natural England therefore 
suggested that the Council added in 
a proviso for circumstances where 
there may be a need to require a 
certain amount of GI for a proposal. 
For example for onsite mitigation 
for impacts on a protected site or 
where brownfield sites have high 
environmental value.  Text added 
to reasoned justification to support 
the amendments made to Policy 14 
B iii. (LPPS652). See SofCG. 

 

40



Table of Modifications to Wyre Forest District Local Plan (2016-2036) for consideration by Planning Inspector 

Section of Local Plan: Chapter 15 – Water Management 

Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragra
ph/Table/Map/
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MA/15.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 15B – 
Sewerage 
Systems and 
Water Quality 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

Proposals that would result in an 
unacceptable risk to the quality and / or 
quantity of a watercourse body or 
groundwater body bodies will not be 
permitted. Strategies to help mitigate 
the impact of development on water 
quality will be required at planning 
application stage. Proposals should 
seek opportunities to improve water 
quality and help achieve good 
ecological Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) status. 

Amendments made 
following Environment 
Agency advice, as 
follows: “Policy 15B 
should seek reference 
to the inclusion of the 
Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) 
objectives.” 
(LPPS965). See SofCG 
for EA. 

MA/15.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 
15.12 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

Receiving watercourses courses and 
groundwater bodies covered by the 
European Union Water Framework 
Directive (2000) are subject to a basic 
requirement of ‘no deterioration’ and 
the objective to achieve ‘good’ status 
potential by 2015 (or 2027 as 
specified). A plan led approach will 
allow the Council, STW and EA to 
identify any potential water quality 
issues. reach Good Ecological Status or 
Potential (GES/GEP) by 2027. It is 
essential that all future development 
helps to address the issues that 
currently prevent the watercourse or 
groundwater body from achieving 
GES/GEP. Water Framework Directive 

Amendments made 
following Environment 
Agency advice, as 
follows: “Policy 15B 
should seek reference 
to the inclusion of the 
Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) 
objectives.” 
(LPPS965). See SofCG 
for EA. 
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(WFD) data is available from the 
Environment Agency’s Catchment Data 
Explorer tool at: 
http://environment.data.gov.uk/catch
ment-planning/RiverBasinDistrict/9 

MA/15.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 15C – 
Flood Risk 
Management, 
ii.) 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

 Finished ground floor levels will be 
set a minimum of 600 mm above 
the 1% annual probability (1 in 100 
year) river flood level plus climate 
change allowance. Where 
necessary any flood 
proofing/resistance measures are 
incorporated into the design. 

Amendments made 
following Environment 
Agency advice. 
(LPPS966). See SofCG 
for EA. 

MA/15.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 15C – 
Flood Risk 
Management, 
ii.) 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

 The development will not increase 
the risk of flooding elsewhere, and 
proposals will detail how existing 
flood flow paths on the site will be 
accommodated, how the amount of 
flood storage will be maintained 
and improved (where possible), 
and how surface water runoff will 
be addressed. 

 

Amendments made 
following Environment 
Agency advice. 
(LPPS966). See SofCG 
for EA. 

MA/15.5 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 15C – 
Flood Risk 
Management, 
ii.) 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

 Any opportunities for wider flood 
risk benefits. 

 Flood management and flood 
warning requirements. 

Text added following 
Environment Agency 
advice. (LPPS966). See 
SofCG for EA. 
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MA/15.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 15C – 
Flood Risk 
Management, 
iii.) 

Statement of Common 
Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

The development will be safe for its 
lifetime taking account of the 
vulnerability of its users, without 
increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, 
where possible, will reduce overall flood 
risk in the area and beyond. 
Consideration of wider benefits and 
opportunities, including from 
cumulative impact assessment, to help 
ensure development will be safe and 
reduce flood risk in the catchment 
where possible. 

Text added following 
Environment Agency 
advice. (LPPS966). See 
SofCG for EA. 
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MA/16.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 16B - Minerals, Part 3 Statement of Common Ground 
with Worcestershire County 
Council. 

3. Minerals development and 
extraction should not have an 
unacceptable impact, including 
cumulative impact, upon: 
i. The historic environment including 
heritage and archaeological assets. 
Restoration of minerals extraction 
sites which impact on heritage 
assets or their settings should be 
appropriate to the maintenance of 
and the significance of those assets. 
ii. The natural environment 
including biodiversity and ecological 
conditions for habitats and species. 
iii. Amenity including noise, air 
pollution (including dust), water 
levels and water quality. 

WCC's 
representation 
suggested that 
part 3 of this 
policy should 
not be 
included. This 
section of 
policy is 
considered to 
be beyond the 
remit of the 
Wyre Forest 
Local Plan and 
would be 
covered by the 
emerging 
Minerals Local 
Plan. 
(LPPS981) See 
SofCG. 
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MA/KD.1 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Key Diagram Persimmon Homes response 
no. RLPPS94:  
Plan within the supporting 
“Land at Catchems End, 
Bewdley Vision Document” 

Update Key Diagram to show correct boundary 
for Catchems End (WA/BE/3) 

 

To reflect updates 
to the Policies Map 
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MA/18.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 18B – 
Residential Infill 
Development – 
additional criteria 
inserted before 1st  
criteria 

Policy 6B lists what would be considered to 
be suitable development within rural 
settlements including Housing to meet 
local needs via allocated sites and rural 
exceptions sites in appropriate 
circumstances and infill development 
within settlement boundaries. 
Paragraph 36.18 refers to development on 
non-allocated sites in villages outside of 
the Green Belt. 

Proposals for infill development within 
villages and other rural settlements should 
be to meet local needs only as set out 
under Policy 6B. 

To bring 
policy in line 
with 6B and 
also 
paragraph 
36.18 and 
ensure 
consistency 
across the 
Local Plan 

MA/18.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 18.8 Policy 6B lists what would be considered to 
be suitable development within rural 
settlements including Housing to meet 
local needs via allocated sites and rural 
exceptions sites in appropriate 
circumstances and infill development 
within settlement boundaries. 
Paragraph 36.18 refers to development on 
non-allocated sites in villages outside of 
the Green Belt. 

Residential developments (up to 6 dwellings) 
on infill plots within the settlement 
boundaries of the three main towns and the 
villages are likely to contribute towards new 
housing provision in the District. It is 
important that such plots that become 
available in the rural areas are developed 
to meet local housing need as 
demonstrated through a Parish Housing 
Needs Survey and the Housing Register. 
This will ensure the long-term viability and 
vitality of these settlements. Whilst such 
developments are generally to be 
encouraged, it is important that they are 
well designed to protect and enhance the 
existing character and amenity of the 
residential areas. 

To bring 
policy in line 
with 6B and 
also 
paragraph 36. 
18 and 
ensure 
consistency 
across the 
Local Plan 
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version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of 
Change 

Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

MA/20.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 20.16 Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 

New developments introduce new demands on public open 
space. This can include the need for more open space, improving 
the performance of existing open space or the provision of new 
types of open space. 
 
The Sport England’s Playing Pitch Demand Calculator calculates a 
development’s playing pitch requirements. The calculator 
identifies associated costs for providing the required pitches and 
associated ancillary facilities (such as changing rooms and car 
parking) to meet the demand generated by the development. 
Whether there is capacity within existing pitches to meet the 
demand generated by the development or whether additional 
provision is required needs to be considered, taking into account 
evidence in the Playing Pitch Strategy. 

Text amended 
following 
comments from 
Sport England in 
regards to 
including the 
Playing Pitch 
Calculator within 
the policy 
(RLPPS173). This 
amendment has 
been agreed in 
the Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 

MA/20.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 20.18 Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 

The Wyre Forest District Open Space, Built Facilities and Playing 
Pitch Strategies as well as national guidance, will be used to 
identify any shortfall in the provision of these facilities and will 
identify what community sports assets need protecting and 
which need improving. The Playing Pitch Strategy requires the 
District to provide two additional 3G pitches in the plan period. 
The Playing Pitch Strategy document will be updated over the 
plan period to remain valid, and subsequently the requirements 
for sport pitches may therefore change. 
 
For larger developments the expectation will be that the 
development will provide new sports pitches on site. However, in 
accordance with policy 20C, in cases where it is demonstrated 
that this is not feasible or appropriate, an off-site contribution 

Text amended 
following 
comments from 
Sport England 
(RLPPS173). This 
amendment has 
been agreed in 
the Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 
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Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
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will be required. The size of the proposed residential 
development may not create demand for a whole pitch. In such 
cases, it may be appropriate to secure a financial contribution to 
increase the capacity of an existing site or to contribute 
financially to new provision off-site. Consideration should be 
given to identifying suitable investment priorities that could 
serve the proposed development and which could benefit from a 
contribution towards increasing capacity to meet demand 
generated from the development, taking into account the 
findings of the Playing Pitch Strategy. If financial contributions 
are found to be preferable, the Playing Pitch Strategy Action Plan 
should be used to identify existing sites for investment. 

MA/20.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 20.19 Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 

This strategy identifies quantitative and qualitative deficits in 
these facilities. It will be used to inform either the necessary level 
of developer contribution to be made towards new or upgraded 
existing provision or the funding of qualitative improvements 
rather than quantitative provision to meet demand created 
through new residential development, as informed by the 
Planning Obligations SPD, or the necessity to provide on-site 
facilities. 
 
The Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy identifies shortfalls of 
provision to meet quantitative needs for football (both natural 
grass pitches and artificial grass pitches) and rugby union, 
qualitative improvements to grass pitches for all pitch sports and 
the need for provision of new and improved changing room 
facilities. It also identifies the need for two 3G additional artificial 
grass pitches for football, and there is a need to re-surface an 
existing hockey pitch at Stourport Sports Club. 

Text amended 
following 
comments from 
Sport England 
(RLPPS173). This 
amendment has 
been agreed in 
the Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Sport 
England. 
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Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

MA/22.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
Document 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 22G Hot 
Food Takeaway, 
Reasoned 
Justification 

LPPS197 ... policy not based 
on any objectively assessed 
development requirement. It 
effectively assesses the 
requirement for hot food 
takeaways within 400 metres 
of the boundary of a school 
as zero, but does so without 
evidence of either a link 
between the incidence of 
obesity and the proximity of 
hot food takeaways to such 
places or any particular 
distance at which that link is 
demonstrated. Consequently, 
the development 
requirement has not been 
objectively assessed. 

LPPS954 ... consider that 
there is no sound justification 
for Policy 22G point 2 which 
imposes a ban on restaurant 
that includes a element of A5 
use within  400 meters of the 
boundary of a school... do 
 not believe a cogent 
evidence base has been 
assembled to justify this 
point. 

Insert new paragraph above existing text in 
paragraph 22.25: 
 
As part of the evidence base a report by 
Worcestershire County Council Public 
Health summaries the policy context and 
evidence which has informed Policy 22G to 
regulate takeaways through the planning 
system. 
 
Include new footnote to access the evidence 
base document. 

Updated with information 
from a report produced by 
Worcestershire County 
Council Public Health as 
evidence base to Policy 
22G. See SofCG with 
Worcestershire County 
Council. See also responses 
LPPS954 (McDonalds) and 
LPPS 197 (Kentucky Fried 
Chicken).  
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MA/22.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
Document 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 22G Hot 
Food Takeaway, 
Reasoned 
Justification 

 Insert new paragraph after existing text in 

paragraph 22.26: 

 

In Worcestershire, in common with many 

areas in England, there is a general upward 

trend in the prevalence of overweight and 

obesity in adults and children. Overweight 

and obesity contributes to a growing 

prevalence of long-term conditions such as 

diabetes and cardiovascular disease, 

reduced quality of life and increased 

mortality.  

Updated with information 
from a report produced by 
Worcestershire County 
Council Public Health as 
evidence base to Policy 
22G. See SofCG with 
Worcestershire County 
Council. See also responses 
LPPS954 (McDonalds) and 
LPPS 197 (Kentucky Fried 
Chicken).  

MA/22.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
Document 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 22.27 LPPS197 ... policy not based 
on any objectively assessed 
development requirement. It 
effectively assesses the 
requirement for hot food 
takeaways within 400 metres 
of the boundary of a school 
as zero, but does so without 
evidence of either a link 
between the incidence of 
obesity and the proximity of 
hot food takeaways to such 
places or any particular 
distance at which that link is 
demonstrated. Consequently, 
the development 
requirement has not been 

Wyre Forest District has a higher rate of 

excess weight amongst reception class 

children compared to the Worcestershire 

and England average. In Reception year (age 

4/5 years) 24.2% of the children living in Wyre 

Forest were overweight (including obese) and 

by Year 6 (age 10/11 years) this increases to 

36.2% (2018/19) 
(25) 

The figures for year 6 

children are also above national averages 

This prevalence also tends to be higher 

within areas characterised with high levels 

of socioeconomic deprivation 
(26)

. Local 

evidence in Worcestershire highlights that 

exposure to at least one fast food outlet 

within 1 mile of home and within 1 mile of 

school were both associated with a higher 

Updated with information 
from a report produced by 
Worcestershire County 
Council Public Health as 
evidence base to Policy 
22G. See SofCG with 
Worcestershire County 
Council. See also responses 
LPPS954 (McDonalds) and 
LPPS 197 (Kentucky Fried 
Chicken).  
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objectively assessed. 

LPPS954 ... consider that 

there is no sound 

justification for Policy 22G 

point 2 which imposes a ban 

on restaurant that includes a 

element of A5 use within  

400 meters of the boundary 

of a school... do  not believe 

a cogent evidence base has 

been assembled to justify 

this point. 

proportion of children becoming obese. 

This was most pronounced in the 

proportion who were overweight in 

reception and became obese by year 6. 

Local research in Worcestershire using 

2016/17 NCMP data showed that at 

baseline the prevalence of obesity in 

children who were exposed to fast food 

outlets from the home was less than 2% 

higher than those not exposed. By year 6 

this gap had increased to over 5%. 

Similarly the prevalence of obesity for 

those who were exposed from school was 

less than 2% in reception and increased to 

8% by year 6. 
MA/22.4 Pre-

Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 22G Hot 
Food Takeaways, 
Footnote 25 

 Footnote 25: PHE Wyre Forest District 
Health Profile 2017 Revised April 2018 
Public Health Outcomes Framework. 
Available at:  

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/public
-health-outcomes-
framework/data#page/0/gid/1000042/pat/
6/par/E12000005/ati/201/are/E07000239 

Footnote amended with 
updated information and 
weblink. 
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MA/24A.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 24A - 
Telecommunicati
ons and 
Broadband 
 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Broadband 

 New development should be provided with 
ultrafast broadband infrastructure or 
alternative superfast solutions, where 
appropriate: e.g. mobile broadband, fixed 
wireless and/or Wi-Fi. Wherever 
practicable, ultrafast broadband capacity 
should be incorporated to agreed industry 
standards(28). Developers and 
infrastructure providers should work to 
deliver the highest specification possible 
for each individual site.(29) 

 

 I) New developments will be expected to 
include the provision of a Full Fibre 
Network Infrastructure (Fibre to the 
premises (FTTP) suitable to enable 
broadband services for all occupiers and to 
act as 'backhaul' for other technologies e.g. 
for mobile operators through network 
carriers that can design/provide materials 
for a bespoke duct network for the 
development. 
 

Telecommunications and Broadband 

 When considering telecommunications 
development proposals, developers will be 
expected to facilitate state of the art 
mobile coverage (up to and including 5G) 
and capacity for all occupiers of the 

Policy 24A rewritten 
following advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council. 
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Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

development. The following factors will be 
taken into account: 

 Operational requirements of the 
telecommunication networks and the 
limitations of the technology, including 
technical constraints on the location of 
telecommunications apparatus. 

 The need for ICNIRP Guidelines3(30) 
and/or any other relevant guidance in 
place at the time of the application) for 
safe emissions to be met. 

 The need to avoid interference with 
existing electrical equipment and air traffic 
services. 

 The sharing of existing masts, buildings and 
other structures. Evidence and justification 
setting out why sharing is not possible 
should accompany any application made to 
the Local Planning Authority for any new 
site. 

 

 Development should demonstrate whether 
consideration has been given to the 
provision of in-building solutions. 

 The impact of the development on its 
surroundings with particular regard to the 
following criteria: 

i. The appropriateness, siting and appearance of 
the proposed apparatus and associated structures 
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should seek to minimise the impact on the visual 
amenity, character, landscape or appearance of 
the surrounding area, particularly if it may affect a 
heritage asset; 
ii. Individual or cumulative impact on sensitive 
landscape or townscape. Applications with such an 
impact will not be approved; 
iii. If on a building, apparatus and associated 
structures should be sited and designed in order to 
seek to minimise the impact to the external 
appearance; 
iv. When choosing a suitable location for the 
apparatus on going access at appropriate and 
suitable times should be considered. 
 
Insert new policy wording as follows: 
 
Broadband and Mobile Infrastructure 
 

1. All new development will be expected to 
include  the provision of  Full Fibre Gigabit 
capable Network infrastructure Fibre to 
the Premises (FTTP) to  enable broadband 
services for all occupiers; 

  
2. All new development will be expected to 

consult with telecommunication providers 
to explore the need for other 
telecommunications technology 
incorporating mobile (including 5G and 
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future iterations), and other wireless 
technologies, e.g. fixed wireless(Footnote 
1) and Wi-Fi. If additional technology is 
required space should be made available 
for the required infrastructure within the 
development; 
 

3. Capacity should be available within the 
fibre infrastructure to allow for 
midhaul/backhaul of equipment for 
applications such as smart cities and 
connected transport solutions. 

 
Insert new footnote as follows: 

 
[1] Fixed wireless is the operation of wireless 
communication devices or systems used to connect 
two fixed locations (e.g. building to building or 
tower to building) with a radio or other wireless 
link, such as laser bridge. Usually, fixed wireless is 
part of a wireless LAN infrastructure. The purpose 
of a fixed wireless link is to enable data 
communications between the two sites or 
buildings. Fixed wireless data (FWD) links are often 
a cost-effective alternative to leasing fibre or 
installing cables between the buildings. 

MA/24A.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.3 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Communication infrastructure includes telephone 
systems (both wired and mobile) and broadband. 
The benefits of having a modern and accessible 
system of telecommunications, wireless and 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
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2018) electronic methods of communication in Wyre 
Forest District will be significant. 
 
The NPPF 2019 (para 112) recognises the role of 
advanced, high quality communications 
infrastructure in creating sustainable economic 
growth as part of strategic policies. The 
development of high speed broadband technology 
and other communications networks will also play 

a vital role in enhancing the provision of local 
community facilities and services. 

Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
 
 
 

MA/24A.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.4 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Sufficient mobile coverage will be needed to 
support the operation of smart meters for 
electricity or gas supply. These meters rely on 
mobile coverage for transmitting the meter 
readings to the supplier for accurate billing. 
 
Some infrastructure providers have agreed to 
provide FTTP infrastructure to new developments 
of 30 dwellings or more at no cost to the developer 
and for a contribution if below a certain size e.g. 
Openreach; whilst others will provide and deliver 
materials at zero cost to the developer e.g. Virgin 
Media. 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
 

MA/24A.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.5 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

High quality telecommunications and broadband is 
also recognised in Policy 12 – Strategic 
Infrastructure, and the Wyre Forest Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP). 
 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
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In some exceptional locations outside urban areas, 
an equivalent alternate solution may be acceptable 
if developers are unable to facilitate an FTTP 
solution, although FTTP is the preferred option and 
the burden of proof lies with the developer as to 
why an alternate solution is required.  In any case 
developers must, as a minimum, make sure that 
broadband services reach ultrafast speeds and are 
made available to all premises, at market prices 
and with a choice of UK service providers. 

County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
 

MA/24A.5 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.6 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

A digitally accessible Wyre Forest will allow people 
an enhanced freedom of choice about where and 
how they work, how they interact with services 
and facilities and how they promote and operate 
their businesses. A connected community is a more 
sustainable one, as it represents the opportunity 
for a reduction in car-based commuting and a 
commensurate reduction in carbon outputs and 
traffic congestion. It also promotes the idea of 
Wyre Forest District as a suitable place for high 
technology activities and employment to take 
place. 
 
Communication infrastructure includes telephone 
systems (both wired and mobile) and broadband. 
The benefits of having a modern and accessible 
system of telecommunications, wireless and 
electronic methods of communication to Wyre 
Forest District will be significant. Increasingly the 
demand is for FTTP broadband using fibre optic 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
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technology as defined within the NPPF (para 112). 

MA/24A.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.7 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Some infrastructure provider have agreed to 
provide FTTP infrastructure to new developments 
of a certain size at no cost to the developer and for 
a contribution if below a certain size e.g. 
Openreach; whilst others will provide and deliver 
materials at zero cost to the developer e.g. Virgin 
Media. Ideally, to encourage competition and 
future appeal of their site, a developer could 
choose to deploy at least two infrastructure 
providers on site. 
 
High quality telecommunications and broadband is 
also recognised in Policy 12 – Infrastructure and 
the Wyre Forest Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
 
 

MA/24A.7 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.8 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

The majority of the Country has a broadband 
copper network but this is increasingly unable to 
satisfy the demands of the Country. At the present 
time only 4% of the UK has Fibre To The 
Premise(4). In some exceptional locations outside 
urban areas, an equivalent alternative solution 
may be acceptable if developers are unable to 
facilitate a FTTP solution, although FTTP is the 
preferred option as it is capable of delivering 
upwards of one gigabit per second download and 
upload speeds as well as very high levels of service 
quality. The burden of proof lies with the 
Developer as to why an alternative solution is 
required. In any case developers must, as a 
minimum make sure that broadband services that 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
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meet the standards of the European Digital agenda 
are made available to all premises, at market 
prices and with a choice of UK providers. 
 
Broadband development across the whole of 
Worcestershire is guided by the Worcestershire 
Local Broadband Plan (WLBP), as agreed in May 
2012. The Plan aims to drive economic growth 
across the County improving speeds for all 
residents and local businesses. This will maximise 
opportunities for private sector investment, thus 
reducing the need for public sector funding. These 
priorities are echoed in the County Council’s 
Corporate Plan for which “Open for Business" is a 
priority and broadband is a key enabler. This is 
fully supported by the business community and the 
Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 

MA/24A.8 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification 
Paragraph 24.9 

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

The NPPF (paragraph 112) recognises the role of 
advanced, high quality communications 
infrastructure in creating sustainable economic 
growth and social well-being. The development of 
high speed broadband technology, the expansion 
of electronic communication networks, including 
next generation mobile technology such as 5G, and 
full fibre broadband connections will be supported. 
 
When considering the development of 
telecommunications technology the following 
factors should be taken into consideration: 
 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
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 Operational requirements of the 
telecommunication networks and the 
limitations of the technology, including 
technical constraints on the location of 
telecommunications apparatus. 

 The need for ICNIRP Guidelines(2) and/or 
any other relevant guidance in place at the 
time of the application) for safe emissions 
to be met. 

 The need to avoid interference with 
existing electrical equipment and air traffic 
services. 

 Development should also consider the 
provision of in-building solutions for 
broadband and telecommunications 
technology. 

 The impact of the development on its 
surroundings. 
 

Insert footnote 2: 
https://www.icnirp.org/cms/upload/publications/ICNIRP
emfgdl.pdf 

MA/24A.9 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification  

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Insert new paragraph: 
 

Reference should also be made to government 
guidelines on the rollout of fixed and mobile 
networks at the local level(3) 
 
Insert footnote 3: 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/considerations-for-
the-local-planning-authority 

Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  

MA/24A.10 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification  

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Insert new paragraph: 
 
The siting and appearance of the proposed 
apparatus and associated structures should seek to 
minimise the impact on the visual amenity, 
character, landscape or appearance of the 
surrounding area, particularly if it is proposed in a 
Conservation Area. All geospatial considerations 
can be considered through Government 
guidance(4) 
 
Insert footnote 4: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governmen
t/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/68
4420/OS_Final_report__5g-planning-geospatial-
considerations.pdf 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
 

MA/24A.11 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification  

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Insert new paragraph: 
 
If positioned on a building, apparatus and 
associated structures should be sited and designed 
in order to seek to minimise the impact to the 
external appearance. When choosing a suitable 
location for the apparatus ongoing access at 
appropriate and suitable times should be 
considered. 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
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/Table/Map/etc 
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MA/24A.12 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Reasoned 
Justification  

Statement of Common Ground with 
Worcestershire County Council 

Insert new paragraph: 
 
A digitally accessible Wyre Forest District will allow 
people an enhanced freedom of choice about 
where and how they work, how they interact with 
services and facilities and how they promote and 
operate their businesses. A connected community 
is a more sustainable one, as it represents the 
opportunity for a reduction in car-based 
commuting and a commensurate reduction in 
carbon outputs and traffic congestion. It also 
promotes the idea of Wyre Forest as a suitable 
place for high technology activities and 
employment to take place. 

Reasoned 
justification 
rewritten following 
advice from 
Worcestershire 
County Council and 
forms part of the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Worcestershire 
County Council.  
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Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

MA/26.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 26 –  
Safeguarding the 
Historic 
Environment 

Statement of Common Ground 
with Historic England 
 
 

Fourth Paragraph: 
 
The sympathetic and creative re-use and 
adaptation of historic buildings will be 
encouraged. Such proposals, and other 
proposals for enabling development that 
provide a sustainable future for heritage assets 
identified as “at risk” will be considered in 
accordance with Policy 27A. 
 

Historic England 
Comment LPPS224 
requiring the removal 
of the reference to 
enabling 
development. 
Included in the 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Historic England. 
 

MA/26.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 26 
Safeguarding the 
Historic 
Environment 
 
Reasoned 
Justification 
 
Paragraph 26.6 

Statement of Common Ground 
with Historic England 
 
 

The sympathetic reuse, repair and adaptation of 
existing buildings can act as a catalyst for 
economic regeneration, support tourism and 
encourage the sustainable use of resources. 
Enabling development can be considered 
where it can be justified and where it accords 
with the NPPF and Planning Practice Guidance. 
This approach contributes towards delivering 
the national and local policy aim of sustainable 
development by supporting the principles 
contained in Policy 11. It is important that any 
climate change mitigation/adaptation measures 
do not cause harm to the significance of 
heritage assets. Where appropriate, when 
opportunities for creative, contemporary and 
innovative architectural design arise, they will 
be encouraged. 

Reference to 
enabling 
development 
removed as this links 
to Policy change 
agreed in SoCG for 
Historic England. 
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/Table/Map/etc 
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MA/27.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27A Quality 
Design and Local 
Distinctiveness 
 

Response LPPS798 
 
..........As with our representation to 
Policy 11A, the general aim of Policy 
27A, to ensure that design is of a 
good quality, in accordance with the 
NPPF is supported. However, Policy 
27A also seeks to go well beyond the 
requirement in the NPPF by 
requiring design to be of a “high” 
quality rather than a “good” 
quality.........It is not clear whether 
Local Plan Viability Appraisals have 
taken account the requirement to 
push for a “high” rather than a 
“good” quality of design. 

A. All development will be expected to be 
of a high design quality good design. It 
will need to integrate effectively with 
its surroundings, in terms of form and 
function, reinforce local distinctiveness  
and conserve, and where appropriate, 
enhance cultural and heritage assets, 
landmarks and their settings. New and 
innovative designs which promote high 
levels of sustainability will be 
encouraged and supported where they 
enhance the overall quality of the built 
environment. 

 

From comment 
LPPS798 replacing 
high with good to 
set a realistic bar 
for design. 

MA/27.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27A Quality 
Design and Local 
Distinctiveness 
 

Response LPPS912 
 
Summary 
The reference to a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) in Bullet 
Point (c) of Policy 11A and Bullet 
Point (b) of Policy 27A is not in 
compliance with the Regulations by 
conferring development plan status 
to a document which does not have 
statutory force and has not been 
subject to the same process of 
preparation, consultation and 
examination. The Council is referred 

A. Applications should demonstrate, 
through a Design and Access Statement 
or other supporting evidence, how the 
objectives outlined in criterion A have 
been addressed, and demonstrate 
consistency with the Adopted Design 
Guidance SPD and subsequent 
revisions. They will also need to 
address the following matters: 

 

From comment 
LPPS912. Agree 
inclusion of SPD in 
policy is not in 
compliance with 
the regulations and 
is thus to be 
omitted. 
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/Table/Map/etc 
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to the recent High Court Judgement 
between William Davis Ltd, Bloor 
Homes Ltd, Jelson Homes Ltd, 
Davidson Homes Ltd & Barwood 
Homes Ltd and Charnwood Borough 
Council Neutral Citation Number : 
[2017] EWHC 3006 (Admin) Case No. 
CO/2920/2017. 

MA/27.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27A Quality 
Design and Local 
Distinctiveness 
xi. Landscaping  
 

Response LPPS798 
 
Summary 
 
Policy 27A, B, xi states that existing 
trees should be incorporated into 
development or replacements 
provided where a tree survey 
demonstrates retention is not 
possible. This should be extended to 
include proposals where a tree 
survey demonstrates that the trees 
proposed for removal are not worth 
of retention, or where suitable 
replacement planting can be 
provided within the site. 

xi. Landscaping  
 
Development should provide high quality hard 
and soft landscaping. The importance of soft 
landscaping, using appropriate species and 
incorporating arrangements for long-term 
management is emphasised. Existing trees 
should be incorporated into development or 
replacements provided where a tree survey 
demonstrates trees are not worthy of 
retention or retention is not possible. 

From comment 
LPPS798 – trees 
which are not 
worthy of 
retention 
specifically 
identified as 
opposed to trees 
the retention of 
which is not 
possible. 

MA/27.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27B - 
Design of 
Extensions and 
Alterations 
 

Response LPPS912 
 
Summary 
The reference to a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) in Bullet 
Point (c) of Policy 11A and Bullet 

B. Extensions and alterations whether to 
residential or non-residential 
properties (including those to curtilage 
buildings and previous extensions) 
should accord with the design 
principles set out within the Council’s 

From comment 
LPPS912. Agree 
inclusion of SPD in 
policy is not in 
compliance with 
the regulations and 
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Reference Local Plan 
version 

Policy/Paragraph
/Table/Map/etc 
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Point (b) of Policy 27A is not in 
compliance with the Regulations by 
conferring development plan status 
to a document which does not have 
statutory force and has not been 
subject to the same process of 
preparation, consultation and 
examination. The Council is referred 
to the recent High Court Judgement 
between William Davis Ltd, Bloor 
Homes Ltd, Jelson Homes Ltd, 
Davidson Homes Ltd & Barwood 
Homes Ltd and Charnwood Borough 
Council Neutral Citation Number : 
[2017] EWHC 3006 (Admin) Case No. 
CO/2920/2017. 

Adopted Design Guidance SPD (2015, 
and subsequent revisions). 

is thus to be 
omitted. 

MA/27.5 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27B - 
Design of 
Extensions and 
Alterations 
 
Reasoned 
Justification 
 

Response LPPS912 
 
Summary 
The reference to a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) in Bullet 
Point (c) of Policy 11A and Bullet 
Point (b) of Policy 27A is not in 
compliance with the Regulations by 
conferring development plan status 
to a document which does not have 
statutory force and has not been 
subject to the same process of 
preparation, consultation and 
examination. The Council is referred 

NEW PARAGRAPH to be inserted between 27.12 
and 27.13 as follows: 
 
This policy is underpinned by the Council’s 
Adopted Design Guidance SPD 2015. This SPD 
will be updated following adoption of the Local 
Plan.  
 

From comment 
LPPS912. Agree 
inclusion of SPD in 
policy is not in 
compliance with 
the regulations and 
is thus to be 
omitted from 
policy wording (see 
above). A new 
paragraph to be 
added to the 
Reasoned 
Justification 
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/Table/Map/etc 

Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for change 

to the recent High Court Judgement 
between William Davis Ltd, Bloor 
Homes Ltd, Jelson Homes Ltd, 
Davidson Homes Ltd & Barwood 
Homes Ltd and Charnwood Borough 
Council Neutral Citation Number : 
[2017] EWHC 3006 (Admin) Case No. 
CO/2920/2017. 

instead. 

MA/27.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27C - 
Landscaping and 
Boundary 
Treatment 
 

Response LPPS912 
 
Summary 
The reference to a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) in Bullet 
Point (c) of Policy 11A and Bullet 
Point (b) of Policy 27A is not in 
compliance with the Regulations by 
conferring development plan status 
to a document which does not have 
statutory force and has not been 
subject to the same process of 
preparation, consultation and 
examination. The Council is referred 
to the recent High Court Judgement 
between William Davis Ltd, Bloor 
Homes Ltd, Jelson Homes Ltd, 
Davidson Homes Ltd & Barwood 
Homes Ltd and Charnwood Borough 
Council Neutral Citation Number : 
[2017] EWHC 3006 (Admin) Case No. 
CO/2920/2017. 

ENTIRE PARAGRAPH TO BE DELETED: 
 

A. Landscape schemes whether for 
residential or non-residential 
properties should: 
 

Accord with the design principles set out 
within the Council’s Adopted Design Quality 
SPD (2015, or when later revised) 

From comment 
LPPS912. Agree 
inclusion of SPD in 
policy is not in 
compliance with 
the regulations and 
is thus to be 
omitted. 
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/Table/Map/etc 
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MA/27.7 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27C - 
Landscaping and 
Boundary 
Treatment 
 

Response LPPS371 
 
The policy does not (but should) 
provide for the retention of existing 
hedges whereever possible. 

C. Landscape schemes must demonstrate 
that they: 

 
i. Are informed by the Landscape 

Character Assessment and/or 
Historic Landscape 
Characterisation, protecting existing 
trees, hedges and other and 
landscape features where possible.   

From comment 
LPPS371: adds 
hedges into the 
policy. 

MA/27.8 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27C - 
Landscaping and 
Boundary 
Treatment 
 
Reasoned 
Justification 

Response LPPS912 
 
Summary 
The reference to a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) in Bullet 
Point (c) of Policy 11A and Bullet 
Point (b) of Policy 27A is not in 
compliance with the Regulations by 
conferring development plan status 
to a document which does not have 
statutory force and has not been 
subject to the same process of 
preparation, consultation and 
examination. The Council is referred 
to the recent High Court Judgement 
between William Davis Ltd, Bloor 
Homes Ltd, Jelson Homes Ltd, 
Davidson Homes Ltd & Barwood 
Homes Ltd and Charnwood Borough 
Council Neutral Citation Number : 
[2017] EWHC 3006 (Admin) Case No. 

ADD ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH AFTER 27.28: 
 
27.28 Landscaping is an important element of 
design and should augment good design rather 
than screening or hiding poor design. 
 
Landscape schemes whether for residential or 
non-residential properties should accord with 
the design principles set out within the 
Council’s Adopted Design Guidance SPD (2015, 
and subsequent revisions). 

Following 
comments from 
LPPS912: Flags up 
SPD as guidance 
only. 
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CO/2920/2017. 

MA/27.9 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 27E - Wyre 
Forest Waterways 
 
 

Response RLPPS89 

Summary of Response 

Whist the Canal & River Trust is 
generally supportive of this policy 
and, in particular the need for 
development to respond to its 
canalside setting, we consider that a 
number of minor modifications are 
necessary to aid clarity and to assist 
in the delivery of sustainable 
development as set out in the 
comments below. 

Modifications necessary to make 
sound 

The Trust is supportive of this policy 
and the need for development to 
respond to its canalside setting. The 
policy states however that 
development ‘must’ provide a strong 
active frontage. Whilst as a principle 
for development this is supported it 
should be recognised that there may 
be instances where this is not 
appropriate, such as where existing 
landscaping needs to be retained or 

C. Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal 
 

Development adjacent to the canal must should 
where appropriate provide a strong, active 
frontage onto the waterside providing natural 
surveillance and promoting high levels of 
activity during the day. 

From comments in 
RLPPS89, agree 
revised definition. 
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dominant buildings are better when 
visually screened. Developments 
should take account of the current 
setting/character of the specific site 
and surroundings and respond 
accordingly. This should be reflected 
in the policy.  

The policy refers to the 
improvement of the towpath, 
appropriate to the urban area 
through which the canal passes. The 
canal however also passes through 
rural areas and any improvements to 
the towpath need to be appropriate 
for the use, setting and character of 
the canal corridor. This should be 
reflected in the policy.  

We would suggest the following 
modification:  

Development adjacent to the canal 
should, where appropriate, must 
provide a strong, active frontage 
onto the waterside providing natural 
surveillance and promoting high 
levels of activity during the 
day.................................................... 
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MA/28.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 28A - Re-
use and 
adaptation of 
rural buildings  
 

Response LPPS372 
 
We suspect the policy leaves 
a loophole, relating to 
agricultural buildings 
converted to residential use 
under permitted 
development rights. If so this 
loophole should be closed. 

NEW PARAGRAPH TO BE INSERTED: 
 
G. Where a rural building has been converted to 
residential use under permitted development 
legislation permitted rights will be withdrawn on 
commencement of that use and no further 
development (including extensions) will be permitted 
within the curtilage. 
 

From comment 
LPPS372 to reflect 
the need to control 
future extension of 
rural buildings 
previously 
converted. 

MA/28.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 28A - Re-
use and 
adaptation of 
rural buildings  
 
Reasoned 
Justification 
 
Paragraph 28.5 

Response LPPS372 
 
We suspect the policy leaves 
a loophole, relating to 
agricultural buildings 
converted to residential use 
under permitted 
development rights. If so this 
loophole should be closed. 

The degree of harm on the character and appearance of 
the countryside is an important consideration when 
assessing the effects of residential curtilage or 
establishing the likely demand for further buildings on 
the site. The Council is unlikely to give permission for 
proposals for residential conversion where this requires 
extensive alteration or rebuilding, or if the creation of a 
residential curtilage would have a harmful effect on the 
character of the countryside. To this end, no extensions 
to dwellings created (whether through Policy 28A and 
or earlier rural building policies or via implementation 
of permitted development rights) will be permitted, 
and neither will the introduction of new buildings into 
the curtilage of these dwellings. 
 

From comment 
LPPS372 to reflect 
the need to control 
future extension of 
rural buildings 
previously 
converted. 
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Source of change Proposed wording/correction Reason for 
change 

MA/29.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

New paragraph 
after 29.10 

See SoCG with Worcestershire County 
Council 

Minerals and Waste 
 
Allocations where minerals resource 
safeguarding has been highlighted  
together with those potentially affecting 
minerals infrastructure and waste 
management facilities are listed in 
Chapter 37 – Monitoring and 
Implementation Framework 

Requested by 
Worcestershire 
County Council to 
take account of 
Waste Core 
Strategy and 
Minerals Local 
Plan 
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MA/30.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.6 
(BHS/16)  criteria 4 

Canal and River Trust (RLPPS90):-Point 4 
indicates that proposals should “Deliver a new 
landmark pedestrian bridge over the canal to 
Weavers Wharf”. As landowner and navigation 
authority for the Staffordshire and Worcestershire 
Canal at this point, we would like to highlight that 
any such bridge would require the Canal & River 
Trust’s prior agreement.  

CRT suggest following wording: 

“4. Aim to deliver a new landmark pedestrian 

bridge over the canal to Weavers Wharf”  

Aim to dDeliver a new 
landmark pedestrian bridge 
over the canal to Weavers 
Wharf 

Clarification  
requested by Canal 
and River Trust  
(RLPPS90) 

MA/30.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 30.17 – 
additional wording 
after final sentence 

Canal and River Trust (RLPPS90):    In addition, 
any new bridge would inevitably interact with the 
canal towpath on the eastern bank of the canal and 
would require the addition of adequate signage to 
ensure a clear and legible route for pedestrians and 
cyclists, which should be considered as part of any 
proposal. We believe this is necessary to achieve a 
safe and accessible environment alongside the 
waterway in line with paragraph 91b of the 
National Planning Policy Framework 2019. 

CRT suggest following wording:        “Any new 
bridge should reflect and complement the existing 
character and quality of the historic environment 
adjacent to the Staffordshire and Worcestershire 
Canal, respond to the setting of any listed 
buildings and ensure no detrimental impact to 

Any new bridge should reflect 
and complement the existing 
character and quality of the 
historic environment adjacent 
to the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal, 
respond to the setting of any 
Listed Buildings and ensure 
no detrimental impact to 
users of the canal corridor. 
New links to the canal 
towpath should be 
accompanied by appropriate 
signage and route finding for 
pedestrians and cyclists. The 
Canal and River Trust’s 
agreement will be required 

Takes account of 
Canal and River 
Trust concerns and 
expands on criteria 
4 of policy 30.6.  
(RLPPS90) 
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users of the canal corridor. New links to the canal 
towpath should be accompanied by appropriate 
signage and route-finding for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The Canal & River Trusts agreement will 
be required for any such crossing.” 

for any such crossing.  

MA/30.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.8 
(BHS/39) criteria 1 

Response from EA LPPS973: 
Agree this site needs a further site specific FRA – 
whole site in Flood Zone 2 however is inundated in 
a 1 in 100 year plus 35%. If any residential dwellings 
are proposed we would expect them to be located 
above ground floor, and the FRA to detail possibility 
of overtopping, flood management and warning, 
contributions to defence maintenance and warning. 

See Statement of Common Ground with 

Environment Agency. 

Proposals should take account 
of any flood risk and a site 
specific Flood Risk 
Assessment is required.  
 

Requested by 
Environment  
Agency (LPPS973) 

MA/30.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 30.21 – 
additional text at 
end of paragraph 

Response from EA LPPS973: 
Agree this site needs a further site specific FRA – 
whole site in Flood Zone 2 however is inundated in 
a 1 in 100 year plus 35%. If any residential dwellings 
are proposed we would expect them to be located 
above ground floor, and the FRA to detail possibility 
of overtopping, flood management and warning, 
contributions to defence maintenance and warning. 

See Statement of Common Ground with 

Environment Agency. 

The Flood Risk Assessment 
should detail the possibility of 
overtopping, flood 
management and warning 
and contributions to defence 
maintenance. 

Requested by 
Environment 
Agency (LPPS973) 

MA/30.5 Pre-
Submission 

Paragraph 30.24 – 
additional text at 

CRT response RLPPS91 
The eastern edge of the site is located close to the 

Pedestrian and cycle links via 
the nearby canal towpath 

Requested by Canal 
and River Trust  
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Publication 
(October 
2018) 

end of paragraph  Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and we 
welcome wording within the policy for proposals to 
reflect and complement the existing character and 
quality of the historic environment adjacent to the 
canal. We note that point 11 refers to the provision 
for ‘improvements to pedestrian links into the town 
centre and out into the surrounding countryside’. 
We feel that the aims of this point could usefully be 
expanded upon within the policy’s Reasoned 
Justification to include specific reference to the 
canal towpath as a link for pedestrians and cyclists, 
a connection that could be promoted with the 
addition of appropriate signage and waymarking. 

should be promoted via 
signage. 

(RLPPS91) 

MA/30.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 30.34 
additional text at 
end of paragraph  

Environment Agency (LPPS974):          We note the 
site benefits from the Kidderminster Flood 
Alleviation scheme, any FRA must take into account 
climate changes impact and any breach scenarios/ 
contributions. 

See Statement of Common Ground with 
Environment Agency. 

Any Flood Risk Assessment 
must take into account 
climate change impact and 
any breach 
scenarios/contributions. 

Requested by 
Environment 
Agency (LPPS974) 

MA/30.7 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.15 
(FPH/10/23) 
criteria 5 

CPRE LPPS375: 
The requirement to "incorporate the railway" 
suggests the intention is that the railway should be 
redeveloped as part of the site, which would clearly 
contradict other parts of the Plan. We do not 
understand that the phrase is trying to achieve and 
would suggest the phrase is void for uncertainty. 
A better verb or phrase to reflect WFDC's intentions 
in relation to the relationship of this site to the 

 Development proposals 
should seek to incorporate 
the railway line and 
safeguard  the potential to 
create a station halt 

To provide 
clarification as 
requested by CPRE 
(LPPS375) 
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railway should be substituted. 

MA/30.8 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.17 
(FPH/18) criteria 3  

CPRE LPPS376: 
The requirement in condition 3 merely to 
"investigate" retention as Public Open Space is too 
weak and liable to be ignored by a developer. The 
policy should require the part mentioned to be 
retained (or dedicated) as Public Open Space. A 
developer could say he had investigated this and 
then decided to build on the whole site, leaving only 
the minimum quota of Public Open Space. 

Investigate the potential for 
retaining Retain land to the 
north of the hedgerow as 
public open space 

To  strengthen 
policy as suggested 
by CPRE (LPPS376) 

MA/30.9 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.19 
(OC/11) criteria 2 

Cameron Homes RLPPS227: 

Second development criteria in Policy 

30.19 

Policy 30.19 includes a number of development 
criteria focused around some key development 
considerations. Most of worded in a way to ensure 
these matters are properly considered, but that the 
final solution can still be informed by the detailed 
survey and assessment work. The exception to this 
is the second criteria, which requires the provisions 
of “ponds…at the top of the bank to provide 
ecological protection and enhancement and provide 
a SuDS function for the development”. As previously 
stated, this is overly prescriptive and there is no 
evidence to suggest that the ponds are necessary to 
deliver the underlying objectives in relation to 
ecology or surface water drainage. This remains the 
case. Through the submission of the 

Ponds should be provided at 
the top of the bank to provide 
ecological protection and 
enhancement and provide a 
SuDS function for the 
development 
 Measures to provide 
ecological protection and 
enhancements and a strategy 
to deal with surface water 
drainage should be submitted 
with a planning application. 

Clarification 
requested by 
Cameron Homes 
(RLPPS227) 
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aforementioned planning application, measures 
have been proposed and agreed in relation to 
ecological protection and enhancements and in 
relation to surface water drainage within 
infiltration being the preferred approach. Neither of 
the solutions proposed include the provision of 
ponds at the top of the bank. There are also clear 
limitations to the provisions of pond at the top of 
the bank because this is where the badger sett is 
located, thereby creating a clear conflict. Greater 
flexibility should be allowed in the policy text to 
facilitate an appropriate solution to be agreed in 
relation to biodiversity and surface water drainage. 
For example: 

“Measures to provided ecological 

protection and enhancements and a 

strategy to deal with surface water 

drainage will need to be agreed through 

the planning application”.  
MA/30.10 Pre-

Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.21 
(WA/KF/3) 
additional criteria 

Natural England LPPS647 – see also SoCG: 

The allocation should set how biodiversity and 
environmental net gain will be achieved*, in line 
with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(paragraphs (118a, 170d, 174b) and delivering the 
aspirations of the Government's 25 year 
Environment Plan. Specifically, we recommend that 
the policy requires planning proposals to specify 
how the existing and surrounding habitats (which 

Proposals should specify how 
existing and surrounding 
habitats including Habberley 
Valley and Eastham’s Coppice 
will be taken into 
consideration. Measures to 
protect and mitigate for bats 
and brown hare should also 
be considered. 

Requested by 
Natural England 
(LPPS647 ) 
See SoCG 
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includes Habberley Valley Local Wildlife Site/Nature 
Reserve and Easthams Coppice) will be taken into 
consideration. Measures to protect and mitigate for 
bats and brown hare should also be considered. 

MA/30.11 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.23 
(BHS/10) additional 
criteria 

EA response LPPS971:                            For site 
allocations which include areas of Flood Zones 2 
and/or 3, we would seek clarification that your 
Council are satisfied there is sufficient land 
available within Flood Zone 1 to accommodate the 
proposed development (ie. number of houses or 
hectares (ha) of employment land). There is some 
uncertainty in relation to some sites. 

We would recommend that you cross 
reference/include specific FRA requirements and 
circumstances local to the site within the related 
site allocation policy text ie. "the design of the site 
will need to satisfactorily address flood risk..." 

We have not assessed/cross referenced all of the 
sites in your SFRA summary table with the site 
allocation document but provided some comments 
below to highlight the above and assist an 

The design of the 
development will need to 
satisfactorily address any 
potential flood risk. 

Clarification as 
requested by 
Environment 
Agency (LPPS971) 
see SoCG – This site 
policy did not 
reference flooding 
specifically. 
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improved policy document. 

There are several sites which are allocated 
brownfield sites with high risk Flood Zones, and 
some are partially protected by Flood Alleviation 
Schemes. Such developments should consider FRA 
overtopping and breach scenarios - flood proofing 
resilience and sequential approach, no ground floor 
accommodation.  

MA/30.12 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 30.29 (LI/12) 
additional criteria 

CPRE LPPS353: 

Certain aspects of the present policy would be 
better included in the site-specific policy 30.29 on 
Zortec Avenue, or perhaps the whole of this one 
should be moved here and a separate policy to deal 
with the situation of a further site being needed. 

3. Proposals should submit 
suitable arrangements for 
sewerage treatment in 
addition to satisfactory 
drainage measures. 
4. The scale of the site should 
be to meet the specific 
housing needs of the existing 
family 

Detailed criteria 
moved to site 
specific policy for 
travelling 
showpeople site 
from policy 8G as 
suggested by CPRE 
(LPPS353).  

MA/30.13 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM30.30 
(LI/13) 

See SoCG with Worcestershire County Council 4. The developer should 
undertake a minerals 
resource assessment to 
inform design and to optimise 
opportunities for the partial 
extraction or incidental 
recovery of the underlying 
mineral resource either in 
advance of development 
taking place or in phases 
alongside it. 

Site specific 
requirements 
relating to waste 
and minerals now 
moved to table in 
Chapter 37 
Monitoring  & 
Implementation. 
See SoCG with 
Worcestershire 
County Council. 

MA/30.14 Amendments Paragraph Worcestershire Wildlife Trust (ALPPS100): Although the area of the SKEP Also requires 
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to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

AM30.74 We note the contents of this important policy and 
we are pleased to support sub-sections 3 and 4 in 
particular. We consider that these elements of the 
policy are essential to delivering sustainable 
development of the SKEP that pays appropriate 
regard to the important nearby designated sites. 
However, we are concerned that the current 
wording of the policy may be taken to suggest 
council support for development of the Settling 
Ponds (previously listed as FPH/1 – Former British 
Sugar Settling Ponds, Wilden Lane, Kidderminster). 
We supported the deletion of this site from the plan 
during previous rounds of consultation. 

FPH/1 partially overlays Wilden Marsh & Meadows 
SSSI and development here would be contrary to 
the Nature Recovery Network approach advocated 
in the Government’s Emerging 25-year Environment 
Plan (which seeks to not only protect but also 
reconnect existing high value sites) and may pose a 
direct threat to the SSSI itself. This suggests to us 
that the policy is currently not in conformity with 
national planning policy (see for example paras. 
170, 171 and 175 of the NPPF). This is especially so 
as we note that the council has already allocated 
sufficient land for employment development 
elsewhere in the district.   

We recommend amending the policies map by 
removing the SKEP annotation from Wilden Marsh 

covers some natural features 
and Green Belt land, 
development will only be 
permitted on previously 
developed sites. The site 
designation includes lies 
adjacent to Wilden Meadows 
and Marshes SSSI and the 
associated former settling 
ponds west of Wilden Lane in 
order to ensure that any 
impact on it is .Impacts on 
this land are to be considered 
as part of any application for 
development and that any 
positive benefits consistent 
with Policy 11(d) secured 
from development can go 
towards enhancing to 
enhance this area. 

amendment to 
policies map. 
Requested by 
Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust 
(ALPPS100), Natural 
England (ALPPS183) 
and Worcestershire 
County Council 
(ALPPS116). See 
SoCG with NE and 
WCC 
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and Meadows SSSI and the adjacent site ‘FPH / 1 - 
Former British Sugar Settling Ponds, Wilden Lane, 
Kidderminster’. In addition we recommend that you 
amend the wording of para 30.74 to reflect the 
comments set out above. We propose wording 
similar to 

‘Although the area of the SKEP covers some 
natural features and Green Belt land, 
development will only be permitted on previously 
developed sites. The site designation lies adjacent 
to Wilden Marsh and Meadows SSSI and the 
associated, former settling ponds, Wilden Lane, 
Kidderminster. Impacts on this land are to be 
considered as part of any application for 
development and positive benefits consistent with 
Policy AM 30 sub-sections 3 and 4 will be secured 
to enhance this area.’ 

Also see SoCG with Natural England and 
Worcestershire County Council. 
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MA/31.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 31.1 Criteria 
2 

See SoCG with Homes England and 
Lea Castle Village Employment Land 
Market Assessment May 2019 
(Lichfields) - summary conclusions 
page 41 – end. 

Provision of land for around 7 7.84 
hectares of employment land (B1) 
(mix of B1c/B2 with limited B1a and 
small-scale B8) 

To take account of 
additional site included in 
outline approval and to 
build in more flexibility for 
future occupiers (see report 
by Lichfields) 

MA/31.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 31.1 Criteria 
4 

See SoCG with Homes England Retain and upgrade 3 existing grass 
playing pitches and changing facilities 
together with provision of land for 
either an artificial grass pitch (3G)  or 
an additional grass pitch 

Makes policy more flexible – 
discussions with Homes 
England 

MA/31.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 31.2 
additional criteria 

LPPS225 Historic England:  
It is recommended the principles for 
development include a criteria 
relating to the historic environment 
requirements as set out in the LPA’s 
own site allocation heritage 
assessment information to 
demonstrate a positive approach to 
the historic environment and to 
ensure future developers are clear 
about the heritage requirements for 
the site. 

Recording of above ground heritage 
assets is required along with a further 
desk-based archaeological 
assessment to identify potential for 
archaeology and inform discussions 
about the scope and scale of any 
preservation and mitigation. 

Requested by Historic 
England (LPPS225) see SoCG 
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MA/32.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 32.5 
Additional text 

See SoCG with Environment Agency  The Hoo Brook forms the northern and 
western boundaries to the site and its 
flood zone affects part of the site. A 
detailed site specific FRA will be required 
to inform the developable area and ensure 
a safe and sustainable development. 
Opportunities to help improve flood 
storage and flood flow conveyance, linked 
to blue infrastructure enhancements, shall 
be implemented where possible. 

To take 
account of 
flood risk as 
requested by 
Environment 
Agency 

MA/32.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph before 
Policy 32.3 – 
additional text 
inserted after 4th 
sentence 

See SoCG with Environment Agency The land shown on the Policies Map will be 
allocated for a mixed use development. 
The site is currently predominantly arable 
land divided by hedgerows. There is one 
public right of way which crosses the 
southern part of the site from near the 
Spennells Valley Road/Comberton Road 
roundabout and connects through to 
Harvington village. The Hoo Brook Local 
Wildlife Site runs through the southern part 
of the site. This area will be left 
undeveloped together with land alongside 
the western boundary which will be 
designated as a new linear wetland nature 
reserve. A detailed site specific FRA will be 
required to inform the developable areas 
and ensure a safe and sustainable 
development. Opportunities to help 
improve flood storage and flood flow 
conveyance, linked to blue and green 

To take 
account of 
flood risk as 
requested by 
Environment 
Agency 
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infrastructure enhancements, will be 
implemented where possible.  

MA/32.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 32.3 
(OC/6/13N overall 
vision) Criteria 2 
additional point d 

Sport England LPPS273: 
Amend policy 32.3 to include the provision 
of on-site playing fields to meet the needs 
of the development in accordance with 
policy 20C, or to require an equivalent 
contribution for off-site investment in 
accordance with policies 12 and 20C and 
the evidence in the Playing Pitch Strategy. 
Include provision for an off-site contribution 
towards built sports facilities in accordance 
with policies 12 and 20C and the evidence 
in the Built Sports Facilities Strategy. 
This will ensure that new sports and 
recreation facilities are suitably secured in 
accordance with policy 96 of the NPPF and 
the evidence set out in the Playing Pitch 
Strategy. 
RLPPS169 – amended objection to a 
comment: 
Sport England acknowledges that Policy 32 
sets out that the development of the 
Kidderminster Eastern Extension will be 
expected to developed in accordance with 
all general policy requirements including 
any necessary developer contributions. 
Subject to addressing the shortcomings of 
Policy 20C in respect of how developer 
contributions for playing pitches and other 

Playing pitches On site pitch 
provision 
requested by 
Sport England. 
(LPPS273) 
(RLPPS169) 
Concept plan 
updated by 
Taylor Wimpey 
to show pitch 
provision at 
Community 
Hub.  
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sports facilities are to be calculated, it is 
accepted that the application of Policy 20C 
would secure appropriate contributions 
towards the cost of providing sports 
facilities to meet the needs of the proposed 
development. Sport England has therefore 
amended its position to comment on this 
policy rather than objecting to it. 

MA/32.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 32.3 
(OC/6/13N overall 
vision) criteria 9 

EA LPPS970: 
Point 9. Could be amended to include: The 
Hoo Brook and its tributaries will require an 
ecological buffer to protect existing wildlife, 
as well appropriate ‘blue infrastructure’ 
enhancements including flood storage 
reduction measures where possible.  

The Hoo Brook and its tributaries will 
require an ecological buffer to protect 
existing wildlife, as well as appropriate 
‘blue infrastructure’ enhancements 
including flood storage reduction 
measures where possible. 

Environment 
Agency 
suggested  
amendment  
(LPPS 970) 
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MA/33.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 33.5 
(AKR/14) 
Criteria 1 

 Primary access to be taken from Dunley 
Road and secondary Aaccess to be taken 
from Pearl Lane 

Amended to 
reflect 
discussions 
with developer 

MA/33.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Paragraph 33.9 LPPS763: 
The policy also states that ‘Evidence of a 
Roman villa has been discovered on the 
northern part of the site. This may have an 
impact on the developable area.’ While the 
site and surrounding area does have 
archaeological potential, there is no 
evidence of a Roman Villa on the site. This 
has been determined following an 
Archaeological Assessment which 
accompanies these representations. As 
such, we consider that this text should be 

removed from the policy. 
The capacity of the site should be revised to 
be up to 400 dwellings given that it has 
been established the school capacity is not 
a constraint to the quantum of 
development through the EFM School 
Capacity Report, which has been submitted 
in support of these representations. 

This site gives the opportunity to deliver a 
high quality residential development with 
significant areas of landscaping. As part of 
the development, there is also the 
opportunity to potentially ameliorate 
flooding issues on the adjoining 
development. It lies in a sustainable 
location with good access to local shops, 
schools and bus services. It is also outside 
of the Green Belt. The development 
capacity may be limited to 250 dwellings by 
the availability of local schools to absorb 
the additional pupil numbers. 
Archaeological records show Eevidence of 
a Roman villa has been discovered on the 
northern part in the vicinity of the site. 
This may have an impact on the 
developable area. The capacity may be 
exceeded if information is provided to 
demonstrate that local highways and 
education capacity is not constrained. 

Text amended 
following 
discussions 
with 
developers and 
water 
management 
officers. 
(LPPS763) 
Also see Vision 
Document 
submitted by 
developer  
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MA/34.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Table 34.01 RLPPS94 Persimmon Homes – see Vision 
document submitted. This increases land 
take from Green Belt by 0.2 ha  

WA/BE/3a  Catchem’s End (E)H 75 5.61 
3.26 Y 
WA/BE/3b Catchem’s End (W) OS – 2.55 Y 

Boundary of 
eastern parcel 
amended along 
Kidderminster 
Road – plotting 
error  

MA/34.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 34.1 
(BR/BE/1) 

Suggested by RA Watkins (LPPS599): 

The Housing Needs Study 2018 rates a 
larger demand for 'older persons housing' 
(para 5.36) such that 3300 extra units are 
required over the plan period.  Bewdley has 
specific demands for elderly units within its 
local needs, yet the only site allocated fro 
housing in Bewdley Town is BR/BE/1 in 
Policy 34.  Whilst Policy 34.1 sets 
reasonable design criteria it does not 
allocate specifically for 'older persons 
housing.  The BR/BE/1 site is perfect for 
'older persons housing' and should be so 
allocated. 

This site is allocated for residential 
development to cater for older persons 

Further 
clarifies 
allocation. 
Housing Needs 
Study shows 
specific need 
for elderly 
persons 
housing in 
Bewdley.  

MA/34.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Policy 34.1 
(BR/BE/1) 
Criteria 1 

See SoCG with Environment Agency Proposals for this site should address and 
aim to reduce and provide betterment to 
mitigate against flood risk. Part of this site 
is located in flood zone 3 (defended by 
demountable barriers) and flood zone 2 
(undefended). There should be no 
habitable rooms at ground floor level. 
Contributions to flood defence 
maintenance / improvements and flood 

Additional 
detail on 
flooding 
impacts. 
Requested by 
Environment 
Agency 
(LPPS972)  
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warning may be required.  A site specific 
FRA should determine levels with Climate 
Change allowances and take into account 
defence overtopping scenarios. 

MA/34.4 Pre-
Submission  
2018 

Policy 34.2 
(WA/BE/1) Criteria 
7 

LPPS790: 
Soft landscaping  provides very little 
acoustic screening and, therefore, if the 
intention  is to seek mitigation  along the 
site boundaries from noise, we do not 
consider that soft landscaping will have 
much of an effect.  However, if the policy is 
worded so that landscaping could mean 
hard landscaping such as fencing, what is 
the justification for requiring this?  Our 
view is that there would only be a need to 
provide mitigation along the boundaries if, 
following a noise survey, it had been 
demonstrated that there was something 
that needed mitigating.  We, therefore, 
propose that the wording of the policy is 
amended so that it requires an assessment 
of background noise  conditions  to  be 
undertaken  and that  if following the  
results  of the  survey,  mitigation  is 
required, that a scheme of mitigation  is 
submitted and approved. 
 

Enhanced landscaping should be provided 
along the site boundaries to provide noise 
buffering. A noise survey should be 
undertaken to  establish existing 
background noise  levels across the site.  
Should  the findings of the survey  indicate 
that these  may  adversely  impact  upon  
the  amenity  of  new  residents,  then 
measures  should  be  incorporated  within  
the   development to  mitigate against 
this. Hedgerows  should  be  protected  
and   enhanced, especially along the 
northern boundary to promote connectivity 
to the nearby woodland 

 

Soft 
landscaping 
provides little 
acoustic 
screening. 
Survey required 
to establish if 
mitigation is 
required. 
Suggested by 
landowner. 
(LPPS790) 
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MA/36.1 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM36.11 
Land off Station 
Drive Blakedown 
WFR/CB/3 
Criteria 5 

See SoCG with Environment Agency Churchill and Blakedown Valleys Local 
Wildlife Site adjoining partially overlaps 
the site to the north. It will require 
buffering with embankment and woodland 
retained as open space. There is potential 
for SuDs and the creation of a mosaic of 
semi-natural marshland and wet woodland. 
Much of the Local Wildlife Site falls within 
Floodzone 2 and 3.  

Reference to 
Floodzones 
requested by 
Environment 
Agency 
(ALPPS182) 

MA/36.2 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM36.11 
Land off Station 
Drive Blakedown 
WFR/CB/3 
Criteria 6 

ALPPS11: 
Point  6 of the  policy should  be reworded  
to state  "The development should seek  to 
retain  and protect the mature  trees  on 
the Station  Drive frontage where 
possible.  Where they  can be retained 
their canopies  should be kept free of 
lighting for ecological reasons".  This will 
give the Policy the required flexibility   to   
respond   to   the   detailed   stages   of   
scheme   preparation   if required. 

Large oak tree adjacent to entrance on 
Station Drive must be protected with its 
canopy kept free of lighting.  The 
development should seek to retain  and 
protect the mature  trees  on the Station  
Drive frontage where possible.  
Where they  can be retained their 
canopies  should be kept free of lighting 
for ecological reasons. 

To provide 
flexibility to 
policy  as 
requested by 
landowner 
(ALPPS11) 

MA/36.3 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policy AM36.11 
Land off Station 
Drive Blakedown 
WFR/CB/3 
 

 No dwellings are to be constructed until 
car parking provision has been approved 
on site. 

To ensure that 
residential 
development 
cannot 
proceed 
without station 
car parking 
being provided. 

MA/36.4 Amendments 
to Pre-

Paragraph 
AM36.21 final 

ALPPS11: 
AM36.21   the   final   sentence   should   

Housing development on the site would 
help to cover the costs of the car parking 

Clarification 
requested by 
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Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

sentence be   reworded   to   state   "Housing 
development on the site would help 
towards meeting the future housing needs 
in Blakedown village".  This is  required to 
achieve greater clarity 
 
ALPPS182: 
Whilst the Policy AM36.11 makes no 
reference to the areas of Flood Zone 2 and 
3 present within the site allocation which is 
an omission, we note point 5 refers to the 
Churchill and Blakedown Valleys Local 
Wildlife Site adjoining the site to the north 
and the requirement for buffering 
embankment and woodland retained as 
open space. The LWS on site appears to 
coincide with the areas of Flood Zones 2 
and 3. 
See SoCG with Environment Agency 

and would also help towards meeting 
future housing needs in Blakedown village. 
Although the northern end of the site falls 
within Flood Zone 2 and 3, this area will be 
left undeveloped as it is protected by its 
designation as a Local Wildlife Site. A 
detailed site specific FRA will be required 
(at the planning stage) to inform 
developable areas and ensure a safe and 
sustainable development. Opportunities 
to help improve flood storage and flood 
flow conveyance, linked to blue 
infrastructure enhancements, will be 
implemented where possible. 

landowner 
(ALPPS11) and 
reference to 
flood zones 
and site 
specific FRA 
requested by 
Environment 
Agency 
(ALPPS182) 
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change 

MA/37.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

 See SoCG with 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Implications for Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy and 
Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan 
 
37. 5 As mentioned in Chapter 16, a number of the site allocations 
have repercussions for existing waste management facilities, mineral 
infrastructure or mineral resources. The sites affected are listed in the 
tables below.  
 
37.6 Policy WCS 16: New Development proposed on or near to 
existing waste management facilities, requires a developer to 
demonstrate that as the ‘agent of change’ (NPPF paragraph 182) the 
proposed development will not prevent, hinder or unreasonably 
restrict the operation of an existing waste management site within 
250m and will include any necessary mitigation to ensure that the 
operation of the existing business will not have an adverse effect on 
the new development. (Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy 2012-27) 
 

Sites potentially 
affecting existing 
waste 
management 
facility 

BHS/16 – Timber Yard, Park Lane 
BHS/38 – Kidderminster Fire Station 
FPH/10 – Silverwoods 
BHS/11 – Green Street Depot 
BHS/17 – Rock Works, Park Lane 
FPH/8 – SDF site, Stourport Road 
FPH/28 – Land at Hoobrook 
MI/36 – Firs Yard, Wilden Lane 

 
37.7 NPPF paragraph 204e requires infrastructure which supports 
mineral development to be safeguarded. Developers of the following 
sites will need to address the mineral sites and infrastructure 
safeguarding policy requirements of the emerging Minerals Local Plan 

Requested 
by WCC to 
take 
account of 
Waste 
Core 
Strategy 
and 
Minerals 
Local Plan 
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to demonstrate that as the ‘agent of change’ (NPPF paragraph 182) 
the proposed development will include any necessary mitigation to 
ensure that the operation of the existing business will not have an 
adverse effect on the new development. 
 

Site potentially 
affecting existing 
minerals 
infrastructure 
(concrete batching 
plant) 

FPH/5 – Ambulance Station, Stourport Road 
FPH/23 – Silverwoods phase 1 
FPH/10 – Silverwoods phase 2 
FPH/8 – SDF site, Stourport Road 

 
37.8 NPPF paragraph 204 (c & d) requires locally and nationally 
important mineral resources to be safeguarded from sterilisation by 
non-mineral development where this should be avoided. Developers 
of the following sites will need to address the mineral resource 
safeguarding policy requirements of the emerging Worcestershire 
Minerals Local Plan, undertaking a minerals resource assessment to 
inform design and to optimise opportunities for the partial extraction 
or incidental recovery of the underlying mineral resource either in 
advance of development taking place or in phases alongside it. The 
following sites are affected. 
 

Sites where 
mineral resource 
safeguarding has 
been highlighted 
through the Duty 
to Cooperate 

WA/KF/3 – Land  at Low Habberley 
FPH/27 – adj. Easter Park, Worcester Road 
LI/13 – Land off Zortech Avenue 
WFR/WC/15 – Lea Castle Hospital 
WFR/WC/32 – Lea Castle East 
WFR/WC/33 – Lea Castle West 
WFR/WC/34 – Lea Castle North 
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OC/5 – Land at Husum Way 
OC/6 – Land east of Offmore 
OC/13N – Stone Hill North 
AKR/14 – Pearl Lane 
MI/18 – Land North of Wilden Industrial Estate 
WA/BE/1 – Stourport Road Triangle 
WA/BE/3 – Catchem’s End 
WA/BE/5 – Land south of Habberley Road 
WFR/WC/37 – Land at Caunsall Road 
 

 
37.9 The need for safeguarding of minerals resources at the 
following sites has been ruled out through the Duty to Cooperate 
process and exemptions will be applied. 
 

Site where mineral 
safeguarding 
requirements have 
been ruled out 

BW/4 (N) – Stourbridge Road 
BW/4 (S) – Stourbridge Road  
OC/11 – Stourminster School site 
WFR/WC/18 – Sion Hill School site 
MI/10 – Four Acres Caravan Park 
MI/24 – adjacent Rock Tavern, Wilden Lane 
MI/38 – School site Coniston Crescent 
MI/36 – Firs Yard, Wilden Lane 
WFR/WC/36 – Rock Tavern car park, Caunsall 
LI/10 – Land r/o Zortech Avenue 
LI/11 – Land west of former school site Coniston Crescent 
LI/12 – Former Burlish Golf Course Clubhouse 
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MA/GL.1 Pre-
Submission 
Publication  
(October 
2018) 

Glossary New entry Biodiversity - The variety of different types 
of plant and animal life in a particular 
region. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.2 Pre-
Submission 
Publication  
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Building for Life 12 - A measurement of 
the design quality of new development 
now supported by the Design Council. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.3 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Building with Nature - A framework of 
quality standards, an assessment and 
accreditation service, and national 
awards recognising the design and 
delivery of high quality green 
infrastructure. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.4 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Custom and Self Build Housebuilding - 
Housebuilding which involves individuals 
or groups of individual’s construction 
new homes from a builder, contractor or 
package company. Some individuals may 
engage in building work themselves and 
this is known as self build. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.5 Pre-
Submission 

Glossary  New entry Dark Corridors -  Areas of habitat 
connecting wildlife populations in order 

Additional entry to 
glossary suggested by 
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Publication 
(October 
2018) 

to increase biodiversity, specifically in 
regards to protect foraging and 
community routes for light intolerant 
wildlife in order to avoid fragmentation 
of wildlife corridors by the effects of 
strong artificial lighting. 

Worcestershire County 
Council. 

MA/GL.6 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary New entry Health Impact Assessment (HIA) - A tool 
used to predict the health implications of 
a planning proposal on a population. It 
ensures that the effects of development 
on both health and health inequalities 
are considered and addressed during the 
planning process. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.7 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Local Housing Needs - The number of 
homes identified as being needed 
through the application of the standard 
method set out in national planning 
guidance.  The WFDC  Local Housing 
Needs are established through housing 
needs surveys which are undertaken in 
agreement and partnership with the 
relevant Town or Parish Council. 

Additional entry to 
glossary from feedback 
from consultee. 

MA/GL.8 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Planning Obligations -  Legally 
enforceable agreements between a 
planning authority and a developer, or 
undertakings offered unilaterally by a 
developer, which ensure that necessary 
planning mitigating works related to 
development, are undertaken; these are 
sometimes called section 106 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 
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agreements. 

MA/GL.9 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Section 106 Agreement - A legal 
agreement between developers and a 
local planning authority made in 
accordance with Section 106 (s106) of the 
1991 Planning Act, usually to secure 
benefits for local residents without which 
a planning application would be refused 
(see also Planning Obligations). 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.10 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Social Rented - Housing available to rent 
at below market levels. The government 
subsidies local authorities and registered 
social landlords in order to meet 
affordable housing needs. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.11 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Sustainable Development - Development 
that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own 
needs. The NPPF sets out a definition of 
sustainable development (paragraphs 7-
14) and sets how it is to be identified and 
delivered. 

Additional entry to 
glossary as text is 
referred to in Local 
Plan. A definition has 
therefore been included 
in the glossary to assist 
the reader. 

MA/GL.12 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry West Midlands Green Belt - The Wyre 
Forest Green Belt Land falls within the 
wider West Midlands Green Belt. This is 
within the West Midlands, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire local authorities. 

Additional entry in 
regards to WFDC Green 
Belt in relation to wider 
West Midlands Green 
Belt. 
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MA/GL.13 Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(October 
2018) 

Glossary  New entry Wildlife Corridor - Areas of habitat 
connecting wildlife populations in order 
to make landscapes more permeable and 
to increase biodiversity. 

Additional entry to 
glossary suggested by 
Worcestershire County 
Council. 
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MA/APB.1 Amendment
s to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Appendix B – 
Overview Maps  

 Persimmon 
Homes response 
no. RLPPS94: Plan 
within the 
supporting “Land 
at Catchems End, 
Bewdley Vision 
Document” 

 Place Partnership 
Ltd response no. 
RLPPS98: 
Supporting 
location plan 

Overview Maps need updating 
for: 

 District 

 Bewdley 

 Kidderminster Town 

 Catchems End (WA/BE/3 ) 
- Digitising error. Update 
to show the correct 
boundary. (Response: 
RLPPS94 – Persimmon 
Homes) 

 Sladen School (BW/3) - 
Boundary amended along 
Hurcott Road frontage. 
Request from landowner 
to reflect potential 
change in land uses to 
education and housing 
(RLPPS98)  

MA/APB.2 Amendment
s to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Appendix B – Site 
Allocation Plans 
for Chapters 30-
36 

As above  Updated plan needed for 
Catchems End (WA/BE/3) 

 Updated plan needed for 
Sladen School (BW/3) 

 

As above 
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MA/PM.1 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policies Map layer 
- Site Allocations 

Place Partnership Ltd response no. RLPPS98:  
“...During April 2019 the Government’s 
Department for Education (DfE) informed 
WCC and WFDC that land is required at the 
former Sladen School site (BW/3) for the 
delivery of a new free Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND) school. The cost 
of its construction will be covered by the DfE. 
Once completed, it will be run by a third 
party chosen by the DfE. As shown on the 
plan enclosed in Appendix 1, the area 
required for the school comprises 1.55ha of 
the 2.56ha landholding....” 

Site BW/3 – amend 
polygon boundary and 
change allocation 
from housing to mixed 
use. 

Boundary amended along 
Hurcott Road frontage. 
Request from landowner 
to reflect potential change 
in land uses to education 
and housing (RLPPS98) 

MA/PM.2 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policies Map layer 
- Site Allocations  

Persimmon Homes response no. RLPPS94: 
Plan within the supporting “Land at Catchems 
End, Bewdley Vision Document” 

Site WA/BE/3 - change 
polygon for this site 
allocation to 
incorporate land up to 
the Kidderminster 
Road. 

Boundary of eastern parcel 
amended along 
Kidderminster Road – 
digitising error – see Vision 
document submitted. 
(RLPPS94  - Persimmon 
Homes)   

MA/PM.3 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policies Map layer 
- Area to be 
removed from 
the Green Belt 

See above Add polygon - 
Additional parcel of 
land to be removed 
from the Green Belt. 
To include additional 
part of WA/BE/3 (as 
above)  

Boundary of eastern parcel 
amended along 
Kidderminster Road – 
digitising error – see Vision 
document submitted. This 
increases land take from 
Green Belt by 0.2 ha 
(RLPPS94  - Persimmon 
Homes)   

MA/PM.4 Amendments Policies Map layer 1. Natural England Response no. Amend polygon so it As per requests: 
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to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

- South 
Kidderminster 
Enterprise Park 
(SKEP) 

ALPPS183 - proposed modifications: 
“Amend the policies map to remove 
the SKEP annotation from Wilden 
Marsh and Meadows SSSI and the 
adjoining former settling ponds west 
of Wilden Lane...” 

2. Worcestershire Wildlife Trust 
Response no. ALPPS100 -  proposed 
modifications: “We recommend 
amending the policies map by 
removing the SKEP annotation from 
Wilden Marsh and Meadows SSSI and 
the adjacent site ‘FPH / 1 - Former 
British Sugar Settling Ponds, Wilden 
Lane, Kidderminster’....” 

3. Natural England Statement of 
Common Ground.  Matters agreed 
upon WFDC response: 
“WFDC note the support from 
Natural England for not including 
the former Settling Ponds site at 
Wilden Lane (ref: FPH/1) from the 
list of allocated sites for the Local 
Plan. 
WFDC are agreeable to the 
suggested amendments to 
Paragraph AM30.74 for Policy 
AM30.31 South Kidderminster 
Enterprise Park (SKEP), and the 
suggested changes to the policies 

does not incorporate 
Wilden Marsh 
Meadows SSSI and the 
adjoining settling 
ponds west of Wilden 
Lane. 

1. Natural England. 
(Response number 
ALPPS183).  

2. Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust. 
(Response 
number: 
ALPPS100).  

3. Agreed in 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with Natural 
England  

4. Agreed in 
Statement of 
Common Ground 
with 
Worcestershire 
County Council 
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map”. 
4. Worcestershire County Council 

Statement of Common Ground. 
Matters agreed upon WFDC 
response: 
“...These amendments were 
discussed at the DtC meeting on 20th 
November 2019 and included an 
agreement to update the Policies 
Map to remove the SKEP annotation 
from Wilden Marsh and Meadows 
SSSI and adjacent site ‘FPH/1 – 
Former British Sugar Settling Ponds, 
Wilden Lane Kidderminster’. These 
changes will be progressed as a main 
modification to the Local Plan. 

MA/PM.5 Amendments 
to Pre-
Submission 
Publication 
(July 2019) 

Policies Map 
Layer - Open 
Space 

Cameron Homes response no RLPPS227: 
“...We still note that the proposed residential 
allocation for the Stourminster School Site is 
overlapped by the open space designation for 
the adjacent playing fields. To avoid 
confusion in the future we maintain that the 
open space designation should be reduced so 
as not to overlap the proposed residential 
allocation....” 

There is overlap of 
Open Space and 
Housing allocation 
within the north of 
OC/11. Correct 
polygon to remove 
Open Space overlap. 

As per request from 
Cameron Homes. 
(Response number: 
RLPPS227). Site is awaiting 
S106 for planning 
permission for residential 
use. 
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