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Statement of Common Ground between Wyre Forest District Council and 

Sport England  

1) Introduction 

Under the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2019) strategic policy making authorities, such 

as local planning authorities, should produce, maintain and keep up to date a Statement of Common 

Ground (SofCG) to highlight agreement on cross boundary strategic issues with neighbouring local 

authorities and other relevant bodies. 

This SofCG has been produced to support the submission of the Wyre Forest District Local Plan. It 

sets out how Wyre Forest District Council has engaged with Sport England in order to fulfil its Duty 

to Cooperate requirements. 

2) Parties Involved 

This SofCG has been prepared jointly by Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) and Sport England. It 

covers those matters agreed and disagreed by the parties with regard to the proposed Wyre Forest 

District Local Plan (2016-2036) in order to fulfil its Duty to Cooperate requirements. This document 

reflects and confirms the current position agreed by both parties.  This meets the requirements of 

maintaining effective cooperation as outlined in paragraph 27 in the NPPF. 

3) Strategic Geography 

This SofCG covers all of the Wyre Forest District and has been produced for the purposes of the 

Wyre Forest District Local Plan 2016-2036, which is due to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate 

in Spring 2020. Figure 1 below shows the district boundary of Wyre Forest District. 

Figure 1- Map of Wyre Forest District 
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4) Background to Duty to Co-operate 

There has been ongoing partnership working between Sport England and WFDC throughout the 

preparation of the WFDC Local Plan Review. WFDC has consulted with Sport England at every stage 

of plan making. The Local Plan Review consultation periods were as follows: 

 Issues and Options Consultation - September/October 2015 

 Preferred Options Consultation - June/August 2017 

 Pre-Submission Consultation - November/December 2018 

 Pre-Submission Consultation (re-opening) - September/October 2019 

 

WFDC has held meetings with Sport England on the following dates to discuss the Local Plan Review 

and in particular the policies within ‘Chapter 20: Community Facilities’ of the Local Plan. The 

meetings were also used to discuss the evidence base studies for open space, built facilities and 

playing pitch strategies: 

 

 10th July 2018 

 23rd August 2018 

 13th  September 2018 

 15th January 2019  

 12th February 2019  

 14th  May 2019 

 17th  May 2019 

 16th  September 2019 

 1st April 2020 

 

Minutes of the meetings can be viewed in Appendix 1. 

 

WFDC has also held discussions with Sport England specifically in regards to the development of the 

Golf Strategy document and the redevelopment of the former Burlish Golf Course on 15th January 

2019. 

A steering group was set up by WFDC and Sport England was invited to join the steering group to 

discuss the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). This is in regards to the PPS prepared by Knight, Kavanagh 

and Page (2017).  The first meeting of the steering group was held on 12th February 2019.  

Representatives from WFDC, Sport England, Worcestershire County Council, Herefordshire and 

Worcestershire Sports Partnership, RFU, Football Foundation, Worcestershire FA, ECB, and England 

Hockey attended.  A further meeting was planned for 24th July 2019; however this was postponed as 

requested by Sport England. 

 The Council has also consulted with Sport England on the updating of the PPS addendum report that 

was produced in 2018 and 2019. Sport England is satisfied that the current methodology for 

producing a PPS has been used and that WFDC has up-to-date PPS. The PPS (including the updated 

addendums) forms part of the evidence base for the local plan review. 
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5) Strategic Matters Identified 

Sport England responded to the WFDC Local Plan Pre-Submission consultations that were 

undertaken in 2018 and 2019. In the responses received by WFDC from Sport England, the key 

strategic matters were identified as follows: 

 Objection to allocation of sites LI/11, LI/12 & MI/38 in not meeting the requirements of 

paragraphs 96 and 97 of the NPPF. 

 The Golf Needs Assessment document in regards to alternative golf formats. 

 Proposed amendment to Policy 20C of Pre-Submission Plan. 

6)  Matters that the parties agree on 

Table 1 below sets out the summary of responses from Sport England taken from the pre-submission 

consultation held in November/December 2018, showing the matters that both parties agree on. 

Table 1: Matters that both parties agree on from the 2018 consultation response from Sport 

England 

Section of Plan Issues raised by Sport England WFDC Response 

Paragraph 6.36, 
Policy E 

Supports final bullet point in Policy 6E that 
provide protection/provision of outdoor 
sports facilities as this is consistent with 
paragraph 97 of NPPF and PPS. 

Agree with Sport England comments. 

Paragraph 12.8 Supports policy 12 which requires 
developments to provide or contribute 
towards infrastructure needed to support 
it. 
 
Suggested modification: “Add sport and 
recreation facilities to the types of 
infrastructure referenced in paragraph 
12.8.” 

WFDC is agreeable to the suggested 
modification by Sport England to the 
Local Plan paragraph 12.8. The 
proposed modification to read as 
follows:  
 
‘The Council and its partners are 
committed to the delivery of 
infrastructure, as set out in the WFIDP. 
The WFIDP specifies the requirements 
for physical infrastructure (including 
transport and utilities), social 
infrastructure (including education, 
health), and green infrastructure 
(including sport and recreation 
facilities). The WFIDP also contains a 
spatial description of the 
infrastructure requirements. The 
WFIDP is intended to be a “living 
document” and will be updated as 
necessary to support the delivery of 
this Plan.’ 
 
 

Policy 9 Generally support this policy however it 
fails to cross refer to other policies that 
inter relate to health and well being 

WFDC accept Sport England 

comments. 
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namely policies 20A-C.  

Policy 20A 
Community 
Facilities 

Supports policy 20A and associated 
justification in paragraph 20.6 which 
accords with paragraph 97 of the NPPF and 
Sport England’s policy guidance regarding 
development affecting existing sport and 
recreation facilities, including playing 
fields. 

WFDC accept Sport England 
comments. 

Paragraph 20.12 Supports policy 20B and the associated 
justification in paragraph 20.12 which 
accords with paragraph 97 of the NPPF and 
Sport England’s policy guidance regarding 
development affecting existing sport and 
recreation facilities, including playing 
fields.  

WFDC accept Sport England 
comments. 

 

Table 2 below sets out the summary of responses from Sport England taken from the pre-submission 

consultation held in September/October 2019, showing the matters that both parties agree on. 

Table 2: Matters that both parties agree on from the 2019 consultation response from Sport 

England 

Policy 20C Sport England supports the intention of 
Policy 20C to ensure that new 
developments meet the demand for 
sporting facilities, however modifications 
are required to the policy to establish a 
mechanism for calculating demand from 
new developments and how this is to be 
applied to establish the level of on site and 
off site provision (i.e. the Playing Pitch 
Calculator and Sports Facilities Calculator), 
and to require developers to demonstrate 
how demand would be addressed, taking 
into account the  Playing Pitch Strategy 
(PPS), and Indoor Built Facilities Strategy 
(BFS), which would be consistent with the 
Council’s approach to using the Playing 
Pitch and Sports Facilities Calculator  PPC  
& SFC in the addendums to the PPS and 
BFS. 
 
The proposed modifications are outlined to 
the right of this column.  
 
 

 WFDC is agreeable to the suggested 
modifications by Sport England to the 
Local Plan Policy 20C, paragraphs 
20.16-20.19. The proposed 
modification  to read as follows: 
 
‘The Sport England’s Playing Pitch 

Demand Calculator calculates a 

development’s playing pitch 

requirements. The calculator 

identifies associated costs for 

providing the required pitches and 

associated ancillary facilities (such as 

changing rooms and car parking) to 

meet the demand generated by the 

development. Whether there is 

capacity within existing pitches to 

meet the demand generated by the 

development or whether additional 

provision is required needs to be 

considered, taking into account 

evidence in the Playing Pitch 

Strategy.  

For larger developments the 

expectation will be that the 
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development will provide new sports 

pitches on site. However, in 

accordance with policy 20C, in cases 

where it is demonstrated that this is 

not feasible or appropriate, an off-

site contribution will be required. The 

size of the proposed residential 

development may not create demand 

for a whole pitch. In such cases, it 

may be appropriate to secure a 

financial contribution to increase the 

capacity of an existing site or to 

contribute financially to new 

provision off-site. Consideration 

should be given to identifying 

suitable investment priorities that 

could serve the proposed 

development and which could benefit 

from a contribution towards 

increasing capacity to meet demand 

generated from the development, 

taking into account the findings of 

the Playing Pitch Strategy. If financial 

contributions are found to be 

preferable, the Playing Pitch Strategy 

Action Plan should be used to identify 

existing sites for investment. 

The Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy 
identifies shortfalls of provision to 
meet quantitative needs for football 
(both natural grass pitches and 
artificial grass pitches) and rugby 
union, qualitative improvements to 
grass pitches for all pitch sports and 
the need for provision of new and 
improved changing room facilities. It 
also identifies the need for two 3G 
additional artificial grass pitches for 
football, and there is a need to re-
surface an existing hockey pitch at 
Stourport Sports Club’. 
 

Policy 25 Generally support this policy however 
wording of this policy is not consistent with 
NPPF paragraph 145b.  
 
The proposed modification is highlighted in 

WFDC is agreeable to the suggested 
modification by Sport England to the 
Local Plan Policy 25. The proposed 
modification  to read as follows:   
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bold to the right of this column.   ‘ ii. Provision of appropriate facilities 
(both for existing use of land or a 
change of use) for outdoor sport, 
outdoor recreation, cemeteries and 
burial grounds and allotments, as long 
as the facilities preserve the openness 
of the Green Belt and do not conflict 
with the purposes of including land 
within it’. 

Table AM6.0.3 Supports the amendments made to include 
sport and recreation uses as suitable 
development in Stourport-on-Severn. 

WFDC welcomes the support from 
Sport England for the amendments 
made to Table AM6.0.3.  

AM33.21 Sport England supports the amendments 
made to this policy relating to Minster 
Road outdoor sports area and has removed 
its previous objection. 

 
WFDC welcomes the support from 
Sport England for the amendments 
made to Policy AM33.21. 

Policy 14 Sport England’s objections to the 2018 pre-
submission consultation have now been 
withdrawn in respect of part B of the 
policy.  Concern was raised regarding the 
exclusion of site allocations from the 
policy. Following further discussion with 
WFDC, Sport England have reconsidered 
their position and resubmitted this as a 
comment for the 2019 consultation.  

WFDC are agreeable to the suggested 
modification by Sport England to 
Policy 14.  The proposed modifications 
are as follows- 
 
Policy 14B- ‘protect, enhance and 
provide Green Infrastructure’ 
 
Policy 14 6- ‘Other than specific site 
allocations in the development plan, 
Development proposals that would 
have a detrimental impact on 
important GI attributes within areas 
will not be permitted unless:’ 
 
Policy 14, 6. ii. - ‘Replacement of, or 
investment in, GI of at least equivalent 
quantity and quality and of equal 
community and technical 
environmental benefit is secured for 
the locality or wider area in a suitable 
location.’  

Policy 32.3 and 
32.4 Land East 
of Offmore and 
Land at Stone 
Hill North and 
Site Specific 
Principles of 
Development. 

Subject to addressing Sport England’s 
objections to Policy 20C, in respect of how 
to calculate developer contributions, Sport 
England has withdrawn its previous 
objection to this policy, acknowledging the 
addendums to the PPS and BFS use Sport 
England’s Facility calculators for this 
allocation, and that the policy sets out that 
the site will be expected to be developed in 
accordance with general policy 
requirements including developer 
contributions.  

Sport England had previously objected 
to this policy. WFDC is pleased that as 
a result of dialogue with Sport England 
the objection to this policy has now 
been revised to a comment. WFDC 
propose to amend the wording of  
Policy 32.3 to the following proposed 
modification: 
 
 
Policy 32.3, ‘ The development  of  the 
Kidderminster Eastern Extension  over 
the Local Plan period will be achieved 
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through: 
 
1. The delivery of around 1,400 new 
dwellings 
2. The creation of a community hub to 
include: 
 
a. 2 hectares of land for a 420 place 
primary school  developed in 2 phases  
of 30 places per group 
 
b. Retail provision appropriate to local 
needs 
 
c. A community facility able to 
accommodate a meeting room, cafe 
and potentially a GP surgery 
 
d. Playing pitches’. 

Paragraph 31.1 Sport England has amended its previous 
position on this paragraph from an 
objection to a comment for this policy. The 
land allocated for a 3G pitch in policy 31 
should clearly set out an agreed 
contribution towards the cost of the 3G 
pitch. Concern that wording of policy 31.1 
is inconsistent with policy 20C (and Sport 
England’s representations on this policy) in 
respect of securing developer 
contributions towards the cost of the AGP 
using Sport England’s PPC. 

 Since 2018 WFDC have prepared 
additional addendums on the PPS and 
BFS to show how demand will be 
calculated on development sites such 
as Lea Castle.  
 
Additionally a background paper on 
the possible location of sites for two 
3G pitch allocations within the district 
has been produced. The Lea Castle 
Village development is considered as a 
possible site for a 3G pitch. This 
background paper can be found in 
Appendix 3 of this Statement of 
Common Ground.  
 
WFDC proposed modification to 31.1 
is as follows- ’Retain and upgrade 3 
existing grass playing pitches and 
changing facilities together with 
provision of land for either an artificial 
grass pitch (3G)  or an additional 
grass pitch’. 
 
WFDC is agreeable to the suggested 
changes from Sport England in regards 
to Policy 20C. Please see Policy 20C for 
the proposed changes.  
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7) Matters that the parties do not agree on 

Table 3 below sets out the summary of responses from Sport England taken from the pre-submission 

consultation held in November/December 2018, showing the matters that both parties disagree on. 

Table 3: Matters that both parties disagree on from the 2018 consultation responses from Sport 

England 

Section of Plan Issues raised by Sport England WFDC Response 

Paragraph 30.29 Objects to allocation of LI/12 and to amend 
table to remove allocation or to include 
provision for appropriate investment in an 
equivalent or better provision of sports 
facilities to accord with paragraph 96 & 97 
of the NPPF. See also AM8G below. 

This site allocation is now for 
travelling showpeople. The reasoning 
for this site allocation is outlined in 
table 4 of matters that both parties 
disagree on from the 2019 
consultation response. 

Policy 33.8  Objects to LI/11 as it does not accord with 
paragraph 96 & 97 of the NPPF. 
Recommends that mitigation for the loss of 
playing field, equitable in quantity and 
quality in a suitable location is secured 
prior to the loss of the sports facility. 

Sport England maintains its objection 
to this policy in the September-
October pre-submission consultation.  
 
Since the 2018 publication an 
additional background paper has been 
produced by WFDC to show that golf 
play has been declining within the 
district and the four existing golf 
courses is more than adequate for 
playing demand.  A further 
background paper outlines the 
redevelopment of remaining former 
Burlish Golf Course as a new country 
park with an additional cycle trail and 
woodland area. These two 
background papers12 were made 
available for public viewing during the 
Pre-Submission consultation held in 
2019.   
 
Site L1/11 will allow the ‘rounding off’ 
of the settlement edge of Stourport. 
Overall the vision will offer new 
cycling facilities that are currently not 
in the district and will offer more open 
space that will be accessible to the 
general public. Further discussion on 
the site is outlined below.  
 

Policy 33.16 Objects to the allocation of MI/38 as this is 
contrary to the evidence in the PPS which 
recommends protecting enhancing the 

Sport England maintains its objection 
to this policy in the September-
October pre-submission consultation. 

                                                           
1
 https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583180/Former-Burlish-Golf-Course-Vision-June-2019-.pdf 

2
 https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583192/Wyre-Forest-District-Council-Golf-Facility-Review-June-

2019-.pd 

https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583180/Former-Burlish-Golf-Course-Vision-June-2019-.pdf
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583192/Wyre-Forest-District-Council-Golf-Facility-Review-June-2019-.pd
https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/media/4583192/Wyre-Forest-District-Council-Golf-Facility-Review-June-2019-.pd
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playing field which is not surplus to 
requirements and will not meet paragraph 
96 & 97 of the NPPF. 

 
Since the 2018 publication WFDC has 
contacted Stourport High School who 
have confirmed that the number of 
playing pitches outlined within the 
PPS is incorrect. The whole area of site 
MI/38 has not been maintained for 
several years and would be 
prohibitively expensive to repair and 
maintain. The High School has 
numerous other sporting facilities and 
has access to Stourport Sports Club 
which is adjacent to the school. 
Further discussion on the site is 
outlined in the other strategic matters 
section below.  

 

Table 4 below sets out a summary of responses from Sport England taken from the pre-submission 

consultation held in September/October 2019, showing the matters that both parties disagree on. 

Table 4: Matters that both parties disagree on from the 2019 consultation response from Sport 

England 

AM8G The Council’s Golf Needs Assessment does 
not fully consider the potential for 
alternative golf formats and therefore does 
not fully consider the potential alternative 
golf provision that could be provided. 
Mitigation for the loss of the sports facility 
should be secured within policy AM8G, 
that is equitable to the loss in accordance 
with para 97 of the NPPF. 

See comments set out within the 
other strategic matters section under 
the Former Burlish Golf Course site 
subsection. 

AM10.7 Table 
AM 10.0.1 

Sport England continues to object to site 
LI/12 which is now allocated for travelling 
showpeople. 

 Site LI/12 is now to be allocated for 
travelling showpeople (previously 
allocated for employment in the 2018 
draft plan). The district council has 
been working to find a new site for a 
locally based family of travelling 
showpeople for a number of years.  
The site is in control of the council 
following the closure of the Burlish 
Golf Club. It is suitable for use as a 
travelling showpeople site because it 
is adjacent to industrial units and also 
on the edge of a residential area with 
easy access to education and other 
facilities, making it a sustainable 
location.  There is good road access 
and space on site for their long 
vehicles.  
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The site standards for gypsies, 
travellers and travelling showpeople 
are outlined within policy 19 of the 
proposed Local Plan.  This site 
allocation will help to ensure that the 
Local Plan will include fair, realistic 
and inclusive policies to increase 
traveller sites (in regards to both 
Gypsy and Traveller sites, and sites for 
Travelling Showpeople for the purpose 
of planning policy) in appropriate 
positions3. 

 

 

8)   Other Strategic Matters  

The following sets out other matters considered by WFDC and Sport England:-  

Kidderminster Eastern Extension (strategic site allocation) 

This proposed development is located close to other sport and recreation facilities such as King 

Charles I school and Chester Road Cricket Ground. Proposed improvements for these facilities have 

been outlined in both the PPS and the Indoor Built Facilities evidence base.  

Using the sports facility calculator the Kidderminster Eastern Extension does not produce enough 

demand outright for a new indoor built facility. Sport England maintains that if an on-site 

contribution was not deemed to be appropriate that the policy should make provision for an off-site 

contribution. The proposed masterplan for the development now includes two junior football 

playing pitches with multi-use function, for school use during the day and outside school hours for 

community use.  

As this strategic site allocation will be classed as a major development, WFDC will require that policy 

20C from the proposed Local Plan (2016-36) to be considered for provision for open space, sports 

pitches and outdoor community uses. However this will also be dependent on the overall viability 

requirement of the development. 

The Eastern Extension will have approximately 50% of its area as green space. This additional 

walking space is consistent with the updated national planning guidance on green belt release 

(Paragraph 002)4.  

Lea Castle Development (strategic site allocation) 

This proposed development is to include land allocated for one grass football pitch or one 3G 

football pitch if a host organisation can be found to operate this. This is discussed in Policy 31.1, part 

                                                           
3
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (Department for Local Communities and Government) August 2015, 

Paragraph 4. 
4
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/green-belt  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/green-belt
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4 of the Lea Castle Vision. This policy now has a proposed modification. - ‘Retain and upgrade 3 

existing grass playing pitches and changing facilities together with provision of land for either  an 

artificial grass pitch (3G) or an additional grass pitch.  

This will contribute towards meeting the council’s Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) requirements for the 

plan period.  The proposed modification is to add flexibility to the policy.  The Background Paper: 

Assessment of possible locations for 3G pitch sites in Wyre Forest District gives further reasoning for 

this proposed modification (see Appendix 3). 

Former Burlish Golf Course – site reference LI/11 and LI/12 

Both parties agree that the WFDC Golf Facility Review demonstrates that the level of 18 hole golf 

play has been declining within the district. Therefore a further 18 hole golf course on the former 

Burlish Golf Course is no longer justified.  

Sport England’s Position 

Sport England and WFDC disagree that different types of alternative golf play have been fully 

considered. Sport England feel that the WFDC Golf Needs Assessment does not fully consider the 

potential for alternative golf formats such as adventure or footgolf that could be provided. 

Mitigation for the loss of the sports facility should be secured that is equitable to the loss in 

accordance with paragraph 97 of the NPPF.  

WFDC’s Position 

WFDC position has been outlined within both the Golf Facility Review and the former Burlish Golf 

Vision documents which form part of the evidence base of the emerging plan.  

The Burlish Golf Course closed in 2017. This was a second closure within a five year period.  After a 

period of allowing the liquidator to market the property in the hope that an assignee could be found, 

this was found to be unsuccessful.  The council obtained forfeiture proceedings from June 2018. 

There is not enough demand in Wyre Forest District to re-open the golf course.5  

WFDC currently has four golf courses that are operational in the district.  It is felt that these courses 

could investigate alternative more informal golf play such as footgolf and adventure golf through 

dialogue with England Golf.  

The overall vision is to create a new country park on part of the former Burlish Golf course.  The 

central part of the old course will be turned into grass meadow with grazing cows to encourage 

biodiversity.    

The council has been in discussion with British Cycling in creating a 3.24 km trail.  Section 106 has 

been identified to match fund this from Bovis Homes. The council has also been in discussion with 

the Woodland Trust about the creation of a new woodland area.  Overall the vision will offer new 

facilities that are currently not in the district and will offer more open space that will be accessible to 

the general public. Any additional mitigation would be dependent on the overall viability 

requirement of the development. 

                                                           
5
 Please refer to the Wyre Forest Golf Strategy and Burlish Golf Vision Documents 
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It is also consistent with the updated national planning guidance on green belt release in offering 

enhanced walking and cycle routes and woodland planting. 

Coniston Crescent- site reference MI/38 

Sport England and WFDC disagree on the loss of playing field at Coniston Crescent. 

However both parties do agree on the factual points in regards to the site in that - 

 The site is within the Stourport-on-Severn sub area of the PPS. 

 The quantitative loss of playing field is 3.4 ha. 

 That part of the playing field has been used previously for football, rugby, and cricket 

pitches. 

 There are shortfalls of match sessions for football across various pitch sizes in this sub-area 

and elsewhere in the district. 

 That the PPS identifies the aim is to protect and enhance the playing field. 

Sport England’s Position 

 Sport England object to the allocation of the site as this is contrary to the evidence within the PPS 

which recommends protecting and enhancing the playing field which is not surplus to requirements. 

Sport England also object to the school position that is a former playing pitch and is not maintained 

as such. This development will not meet the requirements of paragraphs 96 and 97 of the NPPF, 

without securing equitable mitigation in quantity and quality in a suitable location, since the playing 

field has not been evidenced to be surplus for pitch sports. 

WFDC’s Position  

WFDC has contacted Stourport High School who has confirmed that the playing pitches outlined in 

the PPS are incorrect (Letter dated 11th August 2019, attached in the appendix of this SofCG). The 

High School has one youth 11x11 grass pitch and not the two listed in the PPS, nor does it have an 

active NTP cricket pitch.  

The whole area on site MI/38 has not been maintained for several years and it would be 

prohibitively expensive for any school to repair and maintain. The High School has numerous other 

sport and recreational facilities such as a sports hall, gym, and dance studio. The High School also has 

an access to the adjacent Stourport Sports Club. This currently offers three artificial pitches, a 

running track and an indoor netball dome. 

The high school and sports club are also one of the areas that are to be considered to locate one 

additional 3G pitch.   A background paper that assesses the possible location of 3G pitches in the 

district has now been produced by WFDC and a copy of this is attached in Appendix 3 of this SofCG. 

The PPS outlines that future demand requires two additional 3G pitches in the district.  

WFDC is not currently in a position to contribute financially towards the installation of additional 3G 

pitches. Any additional pitches would be required to be funded through a combination of S106 

contributions on sites such as MI/38, and external funding through national governing bodies.  Any 

additional mitigation would be dependent on the overall viability requirement of the development. 
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This has now been added as part of the updated addendum to the Playing Pitch Strategy, and forms 

part of the evidence base of the local plan. 

Background Paper: Assessment of possible locations for 3G pitch sites in Wyre Forest District 

Sport England and WFDC disagree over the proposed 3G pitch allocations as outlined within the 

WFDC Background paper in Appendix 3. The report recommends the sites at Lea Castle, Bewdley 

Leisure Centre and Stourport Sports Club as potential areas for a 3G pitch to be installed.  Sport 

England disagree with some of these locations and believe  that Brown Westhead Park could be 

considered for a 3G pitch installation, and also believe that Stourport Sports Club may have capacity 

constraints for an additional 3G pitch.  Sport England have reservations that there is insufficient 

demand to sustain a 3G pitch at Bewdley Leisure Centre as currently there is no organised football 

played at this site. 

The sites assessed in the report have been based on previous discussions with Sport England, the 

Football Foundation and Worcestershire FA. Discussions about the suitability of the sites were also 

held with WFDC Officers which included countryside and parks, development management, water 

management, cultural services, and conservation.   

All sites were visited by officers and reviewed. The sites are within the boundaries of Wyre Forest 

District and would meet the 20 minute drive time requirement for all residents as outlined by Sport 

England. The report concludes that there are three preferred sites for the location of at least two 3G 

pitches, which is the requirement for the district during the plan period (2016-2036) as outlined in 

the WFDC Playing Pitch Strategy. Sport England considers that the Brown Westhead site should also 

be added to the shortlist of sites.  

These site locations will be subject to further exploration and feasibility work during the plan period. 

It is anticipated that funding for these developments will be met with a combination of financial 

support from national governing bodies such as the Sport England, the FA and the Premier League 

through the Football Foundation, and S106 developer contributions. This will be dependent on 

demonstrating that the outcomes for football are in line with the funding criteria. This will help to 

fulfil the requirements of the Playing Pitch Strategy.  

The addendum will be submitted as part of the Statement of Common Ground as a background 

paper. 

9) Governance Arrangements 

The governance arrangements are key to the effectiveness and implementation of the Statement of 

Common Ground. The table below sets out the requirements for the authorities involved. 

Authority Method of Approval 

Wyre Forest District Council  SofCG to be signed off by Corporate Director for 

Economic Prosperity and Place 

Sport England SofCG to be agreed by Stuart Morgans, Planning 
Manager Sport England. 
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Appendices 

 Appendix 1 - Duty to Cooperate Meeting Minutes between WFDC and Sport England 

 

 Appendix 2 - Severn Academics Trust Letter (12th August) to WFDC in regards to correction of 

the PPS for Stourport High School  

 

 Appendix 3 -  Background Paper: Assessment of possible locations for 3G pitch sites in Wyre 

Forest District 

 

 Appendix 4 - Sport England response to the  Issues and Options Consultation (Sept/Oct 

2015) 

 

 Appendix 5 - Sport England response to the Preferred Options consultation (June/August  

2017) 

 

 Appendix 6 - Sport England response to the  WFDC Pre-Submission Consultation (Nov / Dec 

2018) 

 

 Appendix 7 - Sport England response to the WFDC Pre-Submission Consultation (re-opened) 

(Sept / Oct 2019) 

 



Sports England Meeting with Stuart Morgans 10th July 2018 

Present- 

Stuart Morgans- Planning Manager, Sports England 
 
Kay Higman- Cultural Services Manager, Wyre Forest District Council 
 
Helen Wills, Senior Planning Policy Officer, Wyre Forest District Council 
 
Daniel Atiyah, Planning Policy Officer, Wyre Forest District Council 
 

Summary of discussion 

Helen Wills has completed an updated Chapter 20 Community Facilities chapter in the Local Plan 

Review. This was shared out and discussed in relation to previous comments from Sports England. 

Stuart Morgans is to further review the chapter and send feedback to us. 

The updated chapter 20 draft contained references to the draft NPPF, however these paragraph 

numbers may change if the final updated NPPF is published later this month. Paragraph 28 in 

supporting rural communities has been completed and SM agrees with this.  

DA discussed that the open space requirements are to be calculated using the same methodology 

from the KKP reports, but using updated population projections for the district. We are still awaiting 

the final OAHN data to calculate these final requirements.  Draft calculations at a district wide level 

have been completed for open space, PPS and indoor facilities requirements based on both the 300 

homes and 246 homes per year level. 

SM emphasised that the methodology from the KKP reports are demand based and not spatial. SM 

recommended to include the data in the updated chapter 20 and to also include the recommended 

2 3G pitches as outlined in the KKP reports. 

3G pitches were discussed. HW asked the benefits of having a 3G pitch when compared to standard 

grass pitches. HW also asked if Wyre Forest could fulfil the KKP requirement by having 2 additional 

grass pitches rather than 3G. SM disagreed that Wyre Forest should aim to provide 2 3G pitches for 

future demand as outlined in the KKP PPS.   

SM also discussed the benefits of 3G pitches in the lower maintenance cost of the pitches, how it 

supports play in all types of weather, how it supports a greater intensity of use in comparison to 

grass, and how it is a major policy of the FA to support these pitches.  SM also discussed how Sport 

England and the FA are promoting pitch use for informal play (such as walking football) as well as 

formal team play as part of the active agenda. SM also mentioned that 3G pitches can accommodate 

both football and rugby use. 

Kay Higman discussed that the current 3G pitches are not fully used and the dangers of producing 

more pitches with limited use. KH discussed the limited budget of Wyre Forest to open 

space/PPS/Indoor facility provision. All grass pitches apart from Bewdley Leisure Centre are now 

maintained by Worcestershire FA, who in term delegate to the local football leagues to manage. KH 
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