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1 Introduction

1 Introduction

1.1 As part of the Examination in Public process, the District Council has asked the Inspector
to consider a number of main modifications to the Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan in
response to representations raised at the Publication stage. These main modifications have
been developed through Statements of Common Ground and through the hearing sessions
held in January/February 2013. The full table of main modifications can be viewed using the
links to the Examination Library on the District Council's web-site.

1.2 The main modifications cover a number of issues. Some of the main modifications are
considered to be significant enough to require additional Sustainability Appraisal (SA) work to
be undertaken. These are modifications which introduce new land uses to sites or which
significantly change the meaning of an existing policy or introduce a new policy. Where multiple
changes have been made to a policy the complete policy will be reconsidered as a whole
incorporating all amendments.

1.3 In addition to the main modifications, a number of minor amendments have been proposed
by the District Council. These minor amendments focus on improving the clarity of the document
and correcting typographical errors and it is not therefore necessary to undertake any further
Sustainability Appraisal work as a result of these changes.

1.4 This report tests the main modifications which require SA against the SA framework and
sets out the results of this testing and the implications for the wider SA of the Site Allocations
and Policies Local Plan. This report draws on the methodology from the July 2012 Final
Sustainability Appraisal Report and these reports should be read alongside each other.

1.5 The District Council undertook a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) screening
exercise to ascertain whether a full HRA was needed for the Site Allocations and Policies Local
Plan. This exercise concluded that further work was not necessary. The proposed main
modifications are not considered to be significant enough to necessitate any further work in
relation to HRA.
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Sustainability Appraisal of Main Modifications 2

2 Sustainability Appraisal of Main Modifications

2.1 This section presents an overview of the performance of the main modifications against
the SA framework. The full results of the testing can be found at Appendix A to this report.
Any changes to the SA are shown in bold italic text.

2.2 The testing tables set out at Appendix 2 do not raise any new negative sustainability
issues. A number of the changes have led to policies performing more favourably against the
SA framework. Some of the changes have led to new positive effects being identified. The
effects of the changes are summarised below.

e Amending policies SAL.DPL1 and SAL.DPL2 to allow a wider range of housing in Bewdley
and the rural ares will further assist the delivery of a choice of housing types and tenure to
meet a range of needs.

e Amending policy SAL.GPB1 to allow for the development of waste facilities on sites allocated
for employment uses will help to manage waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy.
Amendments to SAL.GPB1 to set out detailed guidance in relation to live/work units will
help to widen housing choice, reduce the need to travel and assist economic diversification.

e The amendment of policy SAL.GPB3 to raise the threshold of local retail from 250m’ to
280m’has no sustainability implications.

e Changes to policy SAL.CC2 to remove the requirement for no overall reduction in car-parking
spaces could help to achieve sustainability objectives and promote high quality design by
allowing schemes to be considered more holistically.

e Changes to policy SAL.CC2 will help to improve water quality.

e Changesto policy SAL.RS1 and SAL.RS2 in relation to affordable and local needs housing
have no impact on the SA testing.

e Changes to policy SAL.RS2 will help to safeguard mineral reserves.

e Changes to policy SAL.PDS1 will help to deliver a safe and secure environment and, a
prosperous economy for the District.
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3 Conclusion

3 Conclusion

3.1 The changes set out as part of the Proposed Main Modifications do not lead to any adverse
sustainability effects. The changes either have no effect on the outcome of the Sustainability
Appraisal or they have a positive effect. The changes proposed do not require any further HRA
work to be undertaken.
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